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gallery events

MARCH31
Cole Hall, 7:30 pm

JAN.2-30

Ambassador Andrew Young -With a long
relationship with the Church of the Breth
ren, Young will speak on the relevance of
Brethren non-violence.

Miller Gallery

Kreg Owens-Professor at EMU and JMU will exhibit ce
ramic vessels, ceramic sculpture and mixed media pieces.

FEB.4-27

Sponsored by the Anna 8. Mow Endowed Lecture Series.

APRIL2

Feb. 4: Artist Talk 4-5 p.m.; Reception in Miller Gallery 5-7 p.m.

Elizabeth and Lee Sauder-Paintings by Elizabeth Sauder
and fo rged metal sculpture by Lee Sauder.

Bowman 101, 7:30 pm

Dr. Steve Longenecker-Brethren Panel -Do the Breth
ren Have a Usable Past? A discussion by a panel of
distinguished Brethren on the relevance of the Brethren
heritage. This event celebrates the 300th Anniversary of
the Church of the Brethren.

MARCH 3-APRIL2

"Nurds on Parade" -Paintings and Drawings by Clifton
Forge artist Michael Farrar.
Mar. 3: Artist Talk 4-5 p.m.; Reception in Miller Gallery 5-7 p.m.

APRIL9

APRIL7-23

Cole Hall, 7:30 pm

April 7: Reception in the Miller Gallery, 5-7 p.m.

Gun Control Debate-Franklin E.Zimring &John R. Lott Jr.

Bridgewater Student Juried Show

Sponsored by the Harold W. Row Symposium.

APRIL28-MAY 11

APRIL17

April 28: Reception in the Miller Gallery, 5-7 p.m.

Carter Center, 7:30 pm

Senior Thesis Exhibition

Marina Kim-Social Entrepreneurship

lectures

music

JAN.31
Cole Hall, 7:30 pm

...

FEB.5

Christian de la Huerta-Beyond Belief:The
Importance of Religious Diversity in Today's
World.

8 pm. in Carter Center

Lyceum Series: EnsembleVermillian -A program of Italian
Baroque music.

Sponsored by the Anna 8. Mow Endowed Lecture Seri es.

FEB.19

FEB.7
Cole Hall, 7:30 pm

Jonathan Small-BC grad shares his experiences in Teach
for America.

FEB.13

8 pm. in Carter Center

Visiting Faculty Recital: Dr. Lise Keiter-Brotzman, Piano
Professor of Music, Mary Baldwin College-A recital of
music by women composers.

MARCH11

Cole Hall, 7:30 pm

8 p.m. in Carter Cen ter

Dr.Jennifer Oetzel & Dr. Kathleen Getz-Peace Through
Commerce
Sponsored by the Harry & Ina Shan k Endowed Lecture Series.

Lyceum Series: Camerata Bariloche
-Argentinean Chamber Orchestra.
Music of South American Composers..

FEB.21

APRIL20

Cole Hall, 7:30 pm

7:30 p.m. in Carter Center

Immigration Debate-Dan Stein & Enrique Morones

Bridgewater College Concert Choir,
Chorale and Handbell Choir-Dr.Jesse
Hopkins, Conductor

Sponsored by the Harold W. Row Symposium.

FEB.28
Carter Center, 7:30 pm

theater

Dama Ii Ayo-Race Relations -Ayo helps audiences find
solutions to challenges of diversity in their communities.

MARCH6-9

Co-Sponsored by the Harold H. Hersch Endowed Lecture Series
and the Black Student Association .

8 p.m. (Sun., Mar. 9 performance is at 3 p.m.) in Cole Hall

"The Popular Mechanicals"by Keith Robinson, Tony Taylor
and William Shakespeare -The tale of the fortunes and
misfortunes of the troupe of jesters from"A Midsummer
Night's Dream." A fantastic play for all ages.

MARCH13
Cole Hall, 7:30 pm

Donna Price Walker, '75,VP for Tax, at PPG in Pittsburgh.
Topic: Business Ethics
Sponsored by the Scott Symposium on Business Ethics.

APRIL24-27

MARCH25

Cole Hall

Student Performance Showcase

Cole Hall, 7:30 pm

The Onion-Satirical News at its Best-Members of The
Onion, a satirical newspaper provide a humorous take on
world events.

Arts
! Events

For more information on even ts, visit
www.bridgewater.edu.

Sponsored by the Harold W. Row Symposi um.

The Cleo Driver Miller Art Gallery: Second floor of the Alexander Mack Memorial Library.
C\)en daily. Call 540-828-5413 for hours.
Event Tickets: Required for Lyceums and Theatre at BridgeWater productions Other events are

FREE

Lyceums: $13 adults/$10 seniors, non-BC students, children. Tickets sold at the door one hour
before the performance.
Theatre at Bridgewater: $6 adults/$5 seniors, non-BC student, children. Call 540-828-8000
for more information
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Mystery in the Vault
When several religious icons were found in the
president's vault at BC- one of them with a
tantalizing inscription on the back - the College's
archivist embarked on a search for their origins, and
came up with a surprising discovery. The story of
one of America's most notorious criminals and the
invaluable 16th century religious icons that came to
Bridgewater College by way of him are examined.
Story by Dale Harter

Keeping the Faith
The notion of religious tolera nee isn't just a politically correct
blurb in the College's mission statement and strategic plan - it's a
central characteristic common among students, faculty and staff.
Story by Karen Doss Bowman, '91
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She went through some of the same things many students go
through, including dyeing her hair purple. But one thing really set
her apart. When she walked to the front of her class and accepted
her diploma in 2004, Grace Watt had already celebrated her 71 st
birthday. Story by Ruth Jones, '04
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Competitive Spirit
How does one go from outfielding with Bridgewater College's
softball team to winning the crown of the Mrs. Colorado
Pageant? All it takes is looks, talent, smarts, and a highly
competitive spirit- four things Tiffany Weaver Sawyer, '02, has in
abundance. Story by Charles Culbertson
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► ► across the mall
BC Inducts
Five In

Athletic Hall Of Fame

Carolyn Anderson Barrett, '95

B

Deborah Litten Litten, '83

ridgewater College inducted five alumni into its Athletic Hall of Fame on Oct.
12 , in the Kline Campus Center, as part of Homecoming activities.
The inductees for 2007 were Carolyn Anderson Barrett, '95; Deborah
Litten Litten, '83; Mark Puckett, '82; Isaac Rodgers, '85; and Debra Burch

Spencer, '90.

Barrett was a two-sport standout at Bridgewater College, running track and playing

field hockey. She was a team captain in each sport during her senior year.
As a senior, Barrett received the Marjorie Berkley Scholar-Athlete Award from the
Old Dominion Athletic Conference - the highest honor presented by the conference. Fol
lowing graduation, Barrett embarked on a career in education as a Spanish teacher and
coach in the Page County school system.
Litten finished her playing career at Bridgewater College as one of the top women's
basketball players in the College's history. During her four years , the Eagles posted a
77-38 overall record. Litten finished her career with 1,216 points and 1,005 rebounds.
She is the only female player in Bridgewater history to record more than 1,000 career
rebounds. She currently ranks No. 6 on the Eagles' all-time scoring list.
Litten has been employed with the Shenandoah County Public Schools since 1983
as a teacher, coach and administrator. She coached girl's basketball for 10 years and also
coached volleyball and boy's basketball. For the past five years, she has been an assistant
principal in the school system.
Puckett finished his career as one of the top baseball players in Bridgewater Col
lege history. He lettered four years for the Eagles and received conference and national
honors during his final two seasons. As a junior, Puckett was named to the All-ODAC
first team and was recognized as the ODAC Player of the Year. Puckett also received
third-team All-American honors as a junior. As a senior, he was once again named to the
All-ODAC first team and All-American third team at first base.
When he graduated, Puckett held Bridgewater single-season records for RBIs, bat
ting average and home runs. He hit for a .429 average during his career, a record that
still stands as the best mark in Bridgewater College history.
After graduation, Puckett worked in education and continued his involvement with
baseball. During his coaching career, his teams have won three Harford County (Md.)
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►► across the mall

Isaac Rodgers, '85

Mark Puckett, '82

Debra Burch Spencer, '90

championships, one conference championship and three regional titles, His teams have made three appear
ances in the state tournament. He was named the Maryland Coach of the Year in 2002 by the National
Federation of High School Coaches. The Baltimore Sun recognized Puckett as the Harford County Coach
of the Year in 1991, 1993 and 2003.
Rodgers completed his four years as a scholar-athlete at Bridgewater College as one of the most ac
complished track and field athletes in the College's history. As a senior, Rodgers earned All-America hon
ors when he won the national title at the NCAA Division III Indoor Track and Field Championships in the
triple jump with a jump of 47 feet, 9¼ inches. He qualified for the NCAA Championships in three events
- the long jump, triple jump and 100-meter dash during his career.
Rodgers rewrote the BC and ODAC record books during his career at Bridgewater. He set six confer
ence records during his career and, when he graduated, he held the College record in the 60-yard dash, the
indoor and outdoor triple jumps and the 100-meter dash. During his four years, Rodgers won 15 confer
ence titles in track and field. He was named the Bridgewater Track Athlete of the Year four times and the
ODAC Track Athlete of the Year twice.
Rodgers is also an accomplished artist and, while at Bridgewater, he received the Student Purchase
Award for his art work during his senior year. Following graduation, Rodgers became a graphic designer/
animator and received numerous awards for his graphic productions. Rodgers has also been active in his
church and has helped coach AAU track and field teams.
Spencer was a three-sport standout as a scholar-athlete at Bridgewater College, playing softball, vol
leyball and basketball. During her senior year, the softball program joined the ODAC and the team posted
an 18-9 overall record. During her junior season, the Eagles volleyball team was undefeated in the ODAC
during the regular season and made their first-ever appearance in the NCAA tournament, ranking number
one in the South Region,
During her four years as a basketball player, the Eagles posted an overall record of 73-35, During her
senior season, she helped lead the Eagles to a 23-5 record and the ODAC title,
Following graduation, Spencer began a career in education and became one of the top high school
coaches in Virginia. Her basketball team at Altavista High School won the State Group A title in 2004.
She has led three teams to the state final four and won three region and five district titles, She was named
State Coach of the Year in 2004. She has been recognized as the Regional Coach of the Year twice and the
District Coach of the Year five times.

◄
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► ► across the mall
Want to know exactly how your donations to Bridgewater College and the
Every Student, One Commitment Campaign are helping?
Let us count the ways ....

Your Contributions@Work
by Kathleen Pantaleo

B

ridgewater College's commitment to provide its students with a transformative education that is
unparalleled in quality requires continuous attention to every corner of the campus. The finan
cial resources necessary to do this, and to keep Bridgewater College competitive, come from our
alumni, parents, companies and friends.
To chart a successful course for the College to follow, the Every Student, One Commitment Campaign
for Bridgewater College was launched in the fall of 2007. The campaign is a key factor in building a more
robust endowment to sustain and advance Bridgewater's educational mission.
The goal is $40 million by 2010.
But the campaign definitely isn't just for million-dollar donors. Not everyone can afford to set up
an endowment. Every gift made by 2010 will count in very important ways and helps provide the best
educational experience for our students. Making an annual gift to the Bridgewater Fund, for example, is a
wonderful way to participate in the campaign and accomplishes two very important things for the College.
First, donations to the Bridgewater Fund - which is one component of the overall campaign ($6 mil
lion of the $40 million total) - provide resources that can be expended in the current year to help the Col
lege meet its obligations, and to take advantage of opportunities that may arise. And secondly, each alumni
gift helps bolster the College's overall alumni participation rate, which is used as one of the benchmarks
for various rankings. To date, the College stands at 27.5 percent overall participation rate among alumni,
which places it in the middle range of Virginia colleges its size in terms of alumni participation.
Other ways in which the generosity of donors makes it possible for Bridgewater College to take its
commitment to students seriously include:
• Scholarships and Financial Aid: The College has once again awarded more than $10 million in scholar
ship assistance to approximately 95 percent of our student body.
• Safety and Security: An emergency alert system has been put into place that issues a campus-wide alarm
and sends a text message to the entire campus community in the event of an emergency. Dorm buildings
have been secured 24/7 with ID card access and alarms. Carbon monoxide detectors are now installed in
all residence halls and honor houses.
• Facilities: At J opson Field, Bridgewater now has a new press box and 144 covered bleacher seats,
complete with wheelchair lift. The new football scoreboard features a message center; the hockey field
was converted to Bermuda grass, and new bleachers were installed on the softball field. The snack shop,
Eagle's Nest, was also renovated and now has a brand new look and feel. A new art gallery was con
structed in the library, and the campus heating system and water main were upgraded this summer.
• Information Technology: The IT offices were renovated and relocated; wireless communications to
McKinney Hall (the science building) were expanded; six new classroom projection systems were
installed; laptop computers were added to the library, biology and chemistry labs and the economics and business departments; SMART Board projection system was installed in Flory Hall (education
department); the entire campus was converted to Microsoft Outlook; and our main database underwent
implementation of a new release.
Commitment is what this campaign is all about - to BC's current students, to its alumni and to the
college's values that have made Bridgewater College a very special place for more than 125 years.
Kathleen Pantaleo 1s director of the Bndgewater Fund
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►► across the mall
Stone to Help Plan Lincoln Celebration
Dr. Phillip C. Stone, president of Bridgewater College, has accepted an invitation to serve
on the Virginia Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Anniversary Subcommittee, which has been
charged to help plan, provide for and encourage participation in statewide events commemo
rating the 200th anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln.
The Subcommittee is a division of the state's Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Com
mission, and will be joined in its work by members of the King Commission, noted historians,
educators, legal and Lincoln scholars, representatives of the Congressionally created National
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission, local elected officials and representatives of com
munity organizations.
The official public Bicentennial Commemoration launches February 2008 and closes

Phi//Jp C Stone

February 2010, with the climax of the commemoration taking place Feb. 12, 2009, the 200th

anniversary of Lincoln's birth.
"Because of the greatness of Abraham Lincoln and his pivotal role in American history, the entire count ry will cel
ebrate his 200th birthday," said Stone. "With significant connections to the Lincoln family, it is especially appropriate for
Virginia to commemorate Lincoln's life. I am delighted to help plan that celebration in the commonwealth."
Stone also is founder of The Lincoln Society of Virginia, which he created in 2004 to commemorate and disseminate
information about Lincoln family connections in the Shenandoah Valley, to protect and preserve Lincoln landmarks in
the Shenandoah Valley - including Lincoln homes and the Lincoln cemete ry - and to interpret the 16th president, his life,
work and legacy, particularly in Virginia.
Additionally, Stone serves on the Advisory Board of the National Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission and the
Advisory Board of The Lincoln Forum, an assembly of people who share a deep interest in the life and times of Lincoln
and the Civil War era.

◄

CC

BC to Launch Civil War Institute
The American Civil War as it was fought in some key border locations will compose the first Bridgewater College
Civil War Institute March 29. The all-day event will feature nationally known historians and authors who will present top
ics to support this year's theme, "The Mighty Scourge': The Civil War in the Borderland." Areas of the war to be explored
include Gettysburg, Winchester, Antietam and western Virginia.
"The Institute understands that the Civil War is an important part of the heritage of the Bridgewater community,"
said Dr. Stephen Longenecker, professor of history and political science, and Institute co-founder with BC chief of police
Nick Picerno. "The Institute will present the war in a way that reflects the values of the College, stresses the impact of the
war on individuals, community, religion, race, and memory, and offers the latest scholarship in military history."
Drs . Kara Dixon Vuic, assistant professor of history, and Jason C. Vuic, assistant professor of history, serve on the
lnstitute's planning committee.
Paul C. Anderson, author of Blood Image: Turner Ashby in the Civil War and the Southern Mind, is keynote speaker,
and will talk about the dashing Confederate cavalry leader and the impact he had - and continues to have - on the South
ern psyche. Anderson is an associate professor of history at Clemson University, teaching courses in 19th century U.S.
history, including classes on the South to 1865 and the Civil War era.
Christian Keller, an associate professor of military history at the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College in
Fort Belvoir, Va., will explore the contributions of regiments of Pennsylvania Dutch at the battle of Gettysburg. He is co
author of Damn Dutch: Pennsylvania Germans at Gettysburg.
Jonathan A. Noyalas is a history professor at Lord Fairfax Community College in Middletown, Va., where he also
serves as the director of LFCC's Institute of Culture and History and the Center for Civil War History. Noyalas, who is
also an author and editor, will speak at the Bridgewater College Civil War Institute on the topic of "General Robert Mil
roy at Winchester and His Presbyterianism."
Alann Schmidt is a ranger with the National Park Service at the Antietam National Battlefield. He will present an
overview of both the Brethren faith and the Dunker meetinghouse that served as a focal point during the bloodiest single
day battle in American history. He is writing a book about the meetinghouse, titled Beacon of Peace.
There is no cost for the Institute. For further information, contact Nick Picerno at 540-828-5761, or send him an
e-mail at npicerno@bridgewater.edu.

◄
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► ► across the mall
Ten Elected to Bridgewater College Board of Trustees
Ten new members were elected to the Bridgewater College
Board of Trustees at the board's meeting on Nov. 2. Members
will serve up to a five-year term.
Nancy Miller Bowman, of Waynesboro, Va., is a financial
secretary in the dental office of her husband, Dr. Kenneth D .
Bowman, '63. At St. Mark's United Methodist Church, she is a
lay leader, membership secretary and teacher who has also served
on the Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee and Administra
tive Council. She formerly served as the director of the Augusta
County Fair.
Mensel D. Dean Jr., '67, of Bridgewater, Va., is a partner
in the accounting firm of PBGH LLP. Dean, a Keezletown, Va.,
native who served in the U.S. Army from 1968-70, was named
in 2001 (and each year since) by Virginia Business Magazine as
a "Super CPA," and received the Commonwealth of Virginia
Small Business Veteran of the Year award in 2005. He serves on
the board of directors of Rockingham Memorial Hospital, and
has served on the boards of directors of Rockingham Memorial
Hospital Foundation, Bridgewater Retirement Community, Blue
Ridge Community College Foundation and Harrisonburg-Rock
ingham Chamber of Commerce.
Dean, who is a frequent speaker on estate and business plan
ning, is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants and the Institute of Management Accountants, and is
married to Linda Taylor Dean.
Carl R. Fike, '78, of Oakland, Md., is vice president of O.C.
Cluss Lumber in Uniontown, W.Va. A licensed Church of the
Brethren lay speaker, Fike is a member of the board of directors of
My Father's House International -which operates an orphanage in
El Salvador, founding treasurer and member of the board of direc
tors of Garrett County Memorial Hospital Foundation, a former
member of the board of directors of Garrett National Bank and
past president of Mountain Top Chamber of Commerce.
He and his wife, Suzie, established and are directors of Sha
lom is My Home, an orphanage in Bolivia.
Asa Wesley Graves VI lives in Harrisonburg, Va., and is
managing director of Investments at Wachovia Securities LLC.
A 1963 graduate of Roanoke College, Graves is a member of
Asbury United Methodist Church and a member of the Massanut
ten Regional Library Board of Directors. Originally from Lacey
Spring, Va., he is a former member of the boards of directors of
Rockingham Memorial Hospital and James Madison University
Foundation, and is a past member of the Harrisonburg-Rocking
ham Community Services Board.
He is married to Glenna M. Graves.
Stephen L. Hollinger, '70, of Haymarket, Va., is president
of Construction Options Inc. He is a member of the Manassas
Church of the Brethren and a charter member of Brethren Hous
ing Corp. Hollinger also is a member of the American Society of
Safety Engineers and is an authorized OSHA Disaster Site Worker
Safety Trainer.

6

BRIDGEWATER

He is married to Linda Livesay Hollinger.
Stephanie LaPrade Naff, '00, lives in Tryon, N.C., �works
as church secretary for Mill Creek Church of the BrethrenJ.nd
gives private piano lessons. She serves on the church's Mus1e
Worship committees and is a member of Southeastern Distri�
Program and Arrangements Committee. She is also the church•s
liaison with T hermal Belt Outreach Ministries and is active in the
local food pantry.
Naff is married to the Rev. Noel Naff, '00, who is pastor of
Mill Creek Church of the Brethren in Tryon.
Ronald E. Sink of Blue Ridge, Va., is a retired treasurer
for Norfolk Southern Corp. He is a former board member of
Bethany T heological Seminary and is active in the Church of the
Brethren and civic activities in the Roanoke, Va., area. A former
member of the Parents Committee at Bridgewater College, he is
married to Janice Sink.
Barbara B. Stoltzfus of Mt. Crawford, Va., is former vice
president of Dynamic Aviation Group Inc. She attended Blue
Ridge Community College and Eastern Mennonite University,
and is a graduate of Milford Memorial Hospital School of
Nursing.
Stoltzfus is a former board chair of Rockingham Memo
rial Hospital and serves as a board member for RMH, Virginia
Hospital and Healthcare Association, and American Hospital
Association. She was awarded the 2004-05 Charlie Wampler Jr.
Community Builder Award from the United Way.
With her husband, Karl, Stoltzfus established K&K Aircraft
in 1967, which expanded to Dynamic Aviation, and which is now
an international leader in the delivery of diversified flight ser
vices. Her husband is chairman and her son, Michael, is president
and CEO.
Donna Price Walker, '75, of Glenshaw, Pa., is vice president
for tax administration of PPG Industries Inc. She is a member of
the board of trustees of Point Park University and serves on the
boards of directors for Girls Hope of Pittsburgh and Pittsburgh
Civic Light Opera.
Walker is also a member of Tax Executives Institute and has
served as president for the Institute's Pittsburgh chapter. Addition
ally, she has served on the International and IRS Administrative
Affairs committees, the board of directors and the Executive Com
mittee, and has chaired the International Awards Committee.
Walker, who is an elder of Glenshaw Presbyterian Church
and plays in the handbell choir, is married to Stephen Walker.
Kathy G. Wright, '81, lives in Richmond, Va., and is logistics
coordinator for Philip Morris USA, Inc. She is involved with
Meals-On-Wheels, Habitat for Humanity and Central Virginia
Food Bank, and is a member of Woodland Heights Baptist
Church in Richmond She has also served as president of the
Bridgewater College Alumni Association. ◄ CC
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►► across the mall
Alumni: Share Your Spirit on March 8
by Wendell Esbenshade

Alumni, parents, students
and friends:

We invite you to
participate in Bridgewater
College's Alumni Day
of Sharing on Saturday,
March 8. As a service vol
unteer, you can provide
valuable help to volunteer
service agencies as well as
build good will by repre
senting the College in your
various home communities.
The way the Alumni Day
of Sharing will work is that the
Office of Alumni Relations will
make some contacts with agencies that
have existing opportunities for that day.
The list of these agencies will be posted
on our Web site at www.bridgewater.edu/
alumni-service. As a volunteer, you will need
to contact the agency directly to make arrangements for helping them and to make sure they still have
openings available. This would be a great opportunity for you to
contact some of your alumni friends to volunteer as a group!
If there aren't any agencies listed near you or you'd like to
volunteer with other agencies, we encourage you to find an op
portunity in your local area. A few suggestions for you to check
with are organizations such as:
• Local United Way office
• Soup kitchens
• Food pantry
• Salvation Army
• Thrift stores
• Parks and Recreation Department
• Your local church
Be sure to call all agencies a few weeks prior to March 8 to
make arrangements, as the agencies might need to make special
preparations for you to be there. Also, if you are contacting an
agency from the Web list or contacting your own local agency,
here are a few important questions to ask:
• W hat kind of work might you be asked to do?

• Is this an existing project or
will they have to create a new
one for you?
• W hat is the maximum num
ber of volunteers the agency
can accommodate?
• Are there spots available for
you, your family and/or your
alumni friends?
• Is there a RSVP deadline and
who should you contact? (when
the agency will need to know
that you are committing to come
on March 8 and how many are
coming).
• W hat clothing would be appro
priate to wear?
• Will your agency provide water for
you or should you bring your own?
• Any other items that you should bring
along?
Be sure to tell us how it went. If you participate
in the Alumni Day of Sharing, we want to hear about it! Be sure
to take a camera, wear some Bridgewater College gear and get
some good action shots of you performing the volunteer service.
Then send your photos and stories to the Office of Alumni Rela
tions at alumnews@bridgewater.edu or College Box 40, Bridge
water, VA 22812.
If you have questions about the Alumni Day of Sharing,
contact the Office of Alumni Relations at 540-828-5451 or email
alumnews@bridgewater.edu.
Wendell Esbenshade 1s d1rectorofalumn1 relations at BndgewaterCollege.

About the photo: Dunng last year's Day ofShanng, Wendy Anderson Bryant's
('85) daughter, Emma, gets a hug from Mrs. Mabel French
Photo coortesyof Sara Rader McClure
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► ► across the mall
Bowen Inducted Into Virginia High School Hall of Fame
Bruce Bowen, '72, was one of 10 people who have made outstanding contributions to high-school
activity programs to be inducted this fall into the Virginia High School Hall of Fame.
He joins five other Bridgewater College graduates who also have been inducted: Charles Kurtz, '55;
Larry Pence, '56; William Littlepage, '58; Delmer Botkin, '64; and Paul Hatcher, '66.
Sponsored by the Virginia High School League (VHSL) and the Virginia High School Coaches As
sociation (VHSCA), the hall of fame is dedicated to preserving the rich
heritage of outstanding achievements by students and adults in sports and
activities within Virginia's public high schools.
Bowen has served the Virginia high-school community for 15 years as a
coach and 20 years as an athletic administrator at Hermitage High School.
As a cross country and track coach, Bowen has 11 district titles, seven re
gional titles and one state championship title under his belt.
As an athletic administrator, he directed 65 district, 22 regional and
six state events; played a lead role in establishing cheer competition in the
Bruce Bowen
Colonial District, serving as Central Region chairman on the cheerleading
committee; served as Virginia Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Asso
ciation president; served on the VHSL Executive Committee; and co-chaired the VHSL Student Leader
ship Conference.
The VHSCA has recognized Bowen's contributions by naming him Coach of the Year in 1982 and by
presenting him with its Distinguished Service Award in 1993. He continues to faithfully serve the Colonial
District, Central Region and state of Virginia as athletic director at Hermitage High School. ◄ CC

Lincoln Symposium to Host Brian Steel Wills
Civil War historian and author Brian Steel Wills will serve as the keynote speaker for the fourth an
nual symposium of The Lincoln Society of Virginia at Bridgewater College on April 25. Wills' address will
concern Union Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, who was popularly known as the "Rock of Chickamauga"
and the "Sledge of Nashville" for his gritty, determined military actions during the War Between the States.
Wills, the author of The Confederacy's Greatest Cavalryman: Nathan Bedford Forrest, is the Ken
neth Asbury Professor of History at the University of Virginia's College at Wise. He is currently writing a
biography of Thomas.
Thomas was born July 31, 1816, on the family farm near Newsom's Depot, Southampton County,
Va. In 1861, President Abraham Lincoln reluctantly made him a brigadier-general. General WT. Sherman
mentioned this reluctance in his Memoirs:
"It hardly seems probable that Mr. Lincoln should have come to Willard's Hotel to meet us, but my
impression is that he did, and that General Anderson had some difficulty in prevailing on him to appoint
George H. Thomas, a native of Virginia, to be brigadier-general, because so many Southern officers had
already played false."
Lincoln would soon learn to appreciate that nothing about Thomas's loyalty and courage to the Union
would prove false.
The focus of Wills' lecture will be on what made this son of Virginia choose to remain loyal to the
Union. Thomas shared with Lincoln a kindred connection to the Old Dominion that neither Virginia fam
ily was willing to forgive.
Bridgewater College president and Lincoln scholar Phillip C. Stone founded The Lincoln Society
of Virginia in 2004 to commemorate and disseminate information about Lincoln family connections in
the Shenandoah Valley, to protect and preserve Lincoln landmarks in the Shenandoah Valley - including
Lincoln homes and the Lincoln cemetery - and to interpret the 16th president, his life, work and legacy,
particularly in Virginia.
For further information regarding the 2008 Lincoln Symposium, call 540-828-5620, or send an e-mail
to Elaine Dellinger at edelling@bridgewater.edu ◄ CC
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BC Language Students Reach Out to Middle-Schoolers
Bridgewater College has a strategic plan, and it comprises 10
imperatives that serve as a blueprint for the direction of the College.
One of those imperatives - Number 8 - notes that Bridgewater Col
lege will "model for its members and others a diverse, tolerant, civil and
informed community, globally aware, culturally sensitive and fully participa
tory."
Nice, high-toned words, but do they have a practical application?
Dr. Julia I. Morton, an assistant professor of foreign languages at
Bridgewater, would say par supuesto (of course) and as proof would point
to two new outreach efforts that pair BC students with middle-schoolers at
Wilbur Pence Middle School in Dayton, Va.
"In the past, our students haven't had an opportunity to use, in a
practical sense, the Spanish they learn," Morton said. "Students speak it in
the class, and they listen to me speak it, but they haven't had the chance to
interact with people for whom Spanish is their native language."
One year ago, Morton decided it was time for the College to do
Spanish ma;orLauren Cotman, 'JO, ofHopewell, Va., interacts with
something about that. And so began the "Amigos Unidos" - Friends United
Hispanic students at Wilbur Pence Middle School in Dayton, Va., as part
ofa Spanish-outreach program at Bridgewater.
- program, so-named by the Wilbur Pence students themselves.
[Photo by Charles Culbertson)
The first component of "Amigos Unidos" focuses on mentoring, and
uses an exchange of cultural knowledge as a way to achieve a couple of
goals, including that of giving foreign-language students practical conversational skills in Spanish and help
ing Latino kids polish their English skills.
"Additionally, many Latino children have no role models, and don't realize that they can continue on
with their education," said Morton. "The presence of and interaction with Bridgewater students demon
strates to the Wilbur Pence students that higher education is both possible and attainable."
Morton said that the exchange of cultural information also fosters greater understanding and puts
a real-world spin on BC's imperative to "model for its members and others a diverse,
tolerant, civil and informed community, globally aware, culturally sensitive and fully
participatory."
Mary Gatling, a teacher of Spanish at WPMS, added that the mission of Amigos
Unidos is to create positive relationships between Hispanic students and students at the
college level.
"We want to create an environment in which students can share the traditions of
their families regardless of nationality, race, class or gender," Gatling said. "We also want
to use this opportunity to educate students from Pence and Bridgewater about Hispanic
heroes and the contributions Hispanics have made in the world throughout time, as well
Dr.Julia I. Morton
as in the U.S."
The actual tutoring part of the program, of course, helps Wilbur Pence students for
whom English is not a first language to polish a number of skills they will need in a country that speaks,
primarily, English. Interestingly, though, the focus in this part of the program isn't just on Hispanic kids.
"Wilbur Pence has a number of children from Eastern Europe, and they don't normally have access
to tutors," Morton said. "Our students are going there once or twice a week, and tutoring in different
areas, such as mathematics and English. One of the good things about this part of the program is that our
students don't have to be fluent in other languages in order to tutor,"
Morton noted that the program, while new, has been a success, and has transformed BC's students
from mere mentors and tutors into ambassadors. ◄ CC
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BC Police Chief Elected Vice-Chairman of Battlefields Foundation
Nicholas Picerno, chief of campus police at Bridgewater College, was elected vice

chairman of the Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation at its annual meeting in
November.
Congress established the Shenandoah Valley Battlefields National Historic District
Commission and tasked it with developing a proposal to preserve, conserve, and interpret
the Valley's Civil War legacy. The plan called for the creation of the Shenandoah Valley
Battlefields Foundation as the non-profit "management entity" for the District.
Picerno will continue to chair the Foundation's Interpretation and Education Com
mittee. ◄ CC

Nicholas Picerno
Photo byTommyThompson

Huffstetler Authors Novel

Dr Edward W Huffstetler
Photo by Charles Culbertson

A novel by Dr. Edward W. Huffstetler, a professor of English and American literature at Bridgewater
College, has been published by James A Rock Publishing of Rockville, Md.
Kitnstler and the Terrible Monster is a modern-day trickster tale that recounts the legendary origins
of a mysterious marine research institute. The story chronicles the events that occur in a small Southern
beach town when a giant, unidentifiable creature washes up in front of a cottage owned by a strange man
named Kiinstler.
Aided by his best friends, Kiinstler investigates. Reactions to the "terrible monster" on the beach turn
the town into a media circus and gets everyone involved, whether they like it or not.
"On a philosophical level, the story is a series of conversations about the nature and methods of
science, the meaning and place of religion in the contemporary world, the growing necessity of hearing all the
cultural voices that make up our society, and the possibility that indigenous cultures might have something im
portant to teach us," said Huffstetler.
A resident of Bridgewater, Huffstetler teaches courses in American Indian literatures and cultures, 19th- and
20th-century American literature and creative writing. He has published, along with a number of short stories
and poems, a collection of American Indian myths, Tales ofNative America, as well as scholarly articles. ◄ CC

Renovated KCC Officially Opens
As soon as the last meal was served in the Kline Campus
Center last spring, construction crews moved in to completely
gut the dining hall and kitchen for a $4 million makeover.
Outdated equipment in the kitchen was replaced with
modern appliances, and the former cafeteria-style dining hall
gave way to a food-court arrangement in which students,
faculty and staff can select the type of meal they want, such as
pizza, Mongolian grill, sandwiches, grilled foods or comfort
meals.
Photo byTommyThompson
The official grand opening and ribbon cutting of the new
KCC dining facility took place Sept. 19, in the KCC lobby.
Pictured doing the honors are, from left, Haitham Shtaieh, director of dining services at Bridgewater College;
BC President Phillip C. Stone; and Doug Driver, president of Lantz Construction Co. ◄ CC
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Meet the Trustees

by Karen Doss Bowman, '91

GLENN REID BARNHART

E

ven though he's performed more than 150 heart transplants, Dr. Glenn
Reid Barnhart, '73, says being part of these life-saving surgeries contin
ues to amaze him.
"To see the heart start up and take over the circulation-after bei ng trans
ported up to two thousand miles on ice-remains as much a miracle to me to
day as the first transplant I did," says Barnhart, a heart surgeon who performed
his first transplant in 1984. He also has performed about 4,000 open-heart
operations, but the transplant surgeries have been amo ng the most rewarding
aspects of his career.
"The feeling that occurs when taking a fellow human being-who is literally
on their death bed-and giving them hope of a new, healthy life is still hard to
describe," says Barnhart.
A co-founder of Bridgewater's Pre-Med Society, which remains active on
Glenn R, Barnhart
campus today, the Roanoke, Va., native says the College prepared him well
academically for his studies at the Medical College of Virginia (MCV). Even more important, Barnhart says, were
the encouraging words from his professors, boosting his confidence that he could handle the rigors of medical
school.
"During my residency training, I would often reflect on comments or encouragement that Dr. John Martin
or Doc Jopson had given me," he says. "It was sustaining."
As a first-year student at MCV, Barnhart was introduced to pediatric cardiology and congenital heart defects,
sparking his interest in "the ability to repair the human heart." It was during the early 1970s that the first heart
transplants were done in the United States, and MCV was a national leader in heart transplantation. The field of
cardiac surgery was emerging as a medical specialty, and Barnhart decided to become a cardiovascular surgeon.
Since graduating from MCV in 1977, he has built a distinguished career and helped to save countless lives.
In September 2007, Barnhart became chief of cardiac surgery at the Swedish Medical Center, Swedish Heart
and Vascular Institute in Seattle, Wash. Prior to that, he practiced with Mid-Atlantic Cardiothoracic Surgeons,
Ltd., and was chief of the Department of Cardiac Services at the Sentara Heart Hospital of Sentara Norfolk Gen
eral Hospital. That institution's cardiac services were ranked 33rd in the 2007 America's Best Hospitals edition
of U.S. News and World Report. Barnhart also served nearly 20 years on the faculty of Eastern Virginia Medical
School in Norfolk, Va., and was a staff surgeon with Sentara Virginia Beach General Hospital, and the Naval
Regional Medical Center in Portsmouth, Va. Between 1987 and 2005, Barnhart performed more than 600 opera
tions on infants and children, and serving as president of the professional staff at Children's Hospital of The
King's Daughters from 2000 to 2002 was one of his most cherished roles. Prior to relocating to the Tidewater
area in 1988 , Barnhart was surgical director of the Cardiac Transplant Program at MCV and an assistant profes
sor of surgery.
In addition to serving a steady stream of patients of all ages, Barnhart has been a prolific researcher, keeping
his skills current and contributing to improvements in the field of heart surgery. His accomplishments have not
gone unnoticed by his alma mater: Barnhart received the BC Alumni Association's Distinguished Young Alumnus
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Award in 1983 and the Outstanding Leadership Award in 2001.
As a cardiac surgeon, Barnhart often is called upon to perform emergency surgeries day and night. He admits
that maintaining the delicate balance between career and family life is a challenge. "But I have a secret weapon,"
he says, referring to Treva, his wife of 34 years. Describing her as supportive and enthusiastic of his career deci
sions, he credits Treva with carving out family time in the midst of his often chaotic schedule.
The Barnhart's sons, Dan and Matt, are Bridgewater graduates (classes of 1999 and 2003, respectively). The
couple also has two daughters, Jessie and Ginny.
A member of the College's board of trustees since 1992, Barnhart serves on the executive committee and
during the 2001-2002 academic year was chair of the Long Range Planning Committee, which oversaw the cre
ation of the College's most recent Strategic Plan. Barnhart believes the College instills in students and graduates
a sense of "connectedness," to others, which "promotes qualities in the individual such as accountability, self
worth, respect for others and the constant pursuit of self-development."
"As BC grows and evolves, I hope we continue to instill this sense of connectedness in our students, which I
believe is so important for the growth and development of strong personal character."

F. GARY OSBORNE

G

ary Osborne has spent the past three decades transforming the va
cant field on his four-acre property into a stunning garden featuring
1,200 varieties of daylilies, 750 varieties of hostas, 110 different
conifers and 50 different ornamental grasses. His selection of hostas is the
largest in Southwestern Virginia.
"This is just my hobby that's gotten out of control," the 1958 Bridgewa
ter graduate quips.
These days, Osborne's "Glebe Hill Gardens" are well known in Dale
ville, Va., where he lives with his wife, Carol, and far beyond the small town.
Each summer, the couple opens their private garden to the public for three
weeks (no admission fee), attracting about 1,000 visitors annually from all
parts of Virginia, as well as North Carolina, West Virginia and Maryland.
A member of the American Daylily Society, the American Hosta Society
Cary Osborne
and the American Conifer Society, Osborne was born with a green thumb.
His parents were avid gardeners, and one of his aunts owned a greenhouse.
Now retired after working for 28 years as a stockbroker with W heat First Securities, Osborne says he spends
most of his waking hours in the garden---during all four seasons-trimmi ng trees, pulling weeds and dead
blooms, making compost and checking inventory. Carol serves as the garden's "chief deadheader," supervising
the pulling of dead blooms from the plants.
"I spend all my waking hours in the garden, when the weather's good," he says. "I love being outside."
At Bridgewater, Osborne was a member of the basketball team and a co-captain of the track team. After
graduati ng from the College, Osborne, who also holds a master's degree from the University of Virginia, worked
as a physical education teacher and coach for 13 years before changing careers. He joined the College's Board of
Trustees three years ago.
Osborne's two children, both Bridgewater graduates, have followed in their father's footsteps: Christie, '95,
coaches tennis and basketball at Eastern Mennonite High School in Harrisonburg, and Jeffrey, '96, is a physical
education teacher and coach for New Kent County Schools near Richmond. The Osbornes became first-time
grandparents in July with the birth of Griffin Jake, the son of Jeff and his wife, Ashley.
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Harold Row, namesake for the W Harold Row Lecture Series, 1933graduate of BCand a lifelong
leader in the Church of the Brethren, Sped� Collections /\lexanderMad<Memorial Library

,,,.,..,.lo attempt to describe Harold Row, I have to do violence to
the English language. I have to coin a new superlative for the
adjective good. For Harold was the goodest man I ever knew."
- Nathan Leopold, 1971

arlier this year, President Phillip C. Stone called
me into his office to examine some items he
had found in the president's office vault. When
I arrived, he showed me three different objects
that can be generally classified as religious icons.
He didn't know the history of the icons or how they came to
Bridgewater College. It would be my task to find the answers.
As we stood there, we found only two clues to help resolve
the mystery of how these icons ended up in the vault: a small,
green bath towel with the initials "H. R. Sr." and an inscription
on the back of the largest icon that said "A gift from Nathan F.
Leopold." The clues eventually would lead to two men who also
could be classified as icons, but for entirely different reasons.
They also would lead back in time to one of the most heinous
crimes of the 20th century. In turn, the story became one of
redemption, the Church of the Brethren, and ultimately, Bridge
water College.
14 BRIDGEWATER

Above: PJCtured in this 7924 photo are (seated, from left) Nathan Leopold, Clarence Darrow and Richard

Loeb.
Right: Nathan Leopold after his release from prison, holding a copy of his memoir
Fhotos from the Charles Deering McCormicklibra-yofSpecial Collections at Northwestern Universitylibrary, Evanston, Ill
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Crime of the Century"

On May 21, 1924, in Chicago, 14-year-old Bobby Franks was walking home from school
when two men in a car pulled up beside him and persuaded him to get inside. Early the next
morning, a factory worker found Franks' naked, lifeless body stuffed inside a culvert on the
southeast side of Chicago . A coroner deduced the boy had been beaten over the head with a
blunt object (it turned out to have been a chisel with tape wrapped around the blade) and suf
focated.
A pair of eyeglasses was found near the body. While it was initially presumed that the glass
es belonged to the boy, an investigation revealed otherwise. These glasses belonged to Nathan F.
Leopold Jr., a 19-year-old University of Chicago law student. State's Attorney Robert E. Crowe
brought Leopold in for questioning, along with his friend, Richard Loeb, who was the son of a
top executive at Sears, Roebuck and Co. Franks, Leopold and Loeb all lived in Chicago's presti
gious Hyde Park neighborhood.
During the interrogation, Loeb, then Leopold, admitted to the murder. Their motivation
for the crime was both simple and sinister: they did it for a thrill. The victim, who was a school
mate of Loeb's brother, was picked at random. Their deed would become known as "The Crime
of the Century."
As the news broke throughout the nation, popular opinion said that Leopold and Loeb
should hang for their crime. Their families, while obviously shocked and saddened, didn't want
to see their sons executed and sought legal assistance from one of the best-known attorneys in
the nation, Clarence Darrow. The distinguished Chicago resident took the case, but not for the
opportunity to make money from the boys' families, who were two of the most affluent and
respected Jewish families in Chicago. Darrow saw the case as a chance to strike a blow against
capital punishment, of which he had been a long-time opponent.
The trial began July 21, 1924, in Chicago's Criminal Courts Building. In his opening state
ment, Darrow withdrew the not guilty pleas previously entered at the arraignment in June and
pronounced Leopold and Loeb guilty of murder and kidnapping for ransom. Darrow said that "no
one in this case believes that these defendants should be released or are competent to be." Instead,
Darrow said it was his duty to the defendants, their families and society "to see that they are safely
and permanently excluded from the public." Only by changing their pleas did Darrow think they
could avoid death sentences. This shrewd piece of legal maneuvering prevented Leopold and Loeb
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from being tried by a jury, which most likely would have ended with them being hanged.
Using evidence from what Hal Higdon, author of The Crime of the Century: The Leopold
and Loeb Case, called "the most comprehensive psychiatric study ever made of two defendants
in a murder case," and his own formidable skills as a lawyer,Darrow set out to convince Judge
John R.Caverly that Leopold and Loeb shouldn't be executed because of their youth and psy
chological aberrations.Throughout the hearing,the defendants smirked,laughed and showed
no sense of remorse for their deed. Meanwhile,in a historic, three-day oral summation, Darrow
saved their lives.If not for his performance in the celebrated Scopes
Monkey trial one year later,his defense of Leopold and Loeb would
have been viewed as his most brilliant case.
On Sept. 10, 1924, Caverly sentenced Leopold and Loeb to life
in the Illinois State Penitentiary for murder,and to an additional
99 years each for the crime of kidnapping for ransom.Additionally,
Caverly urged the state "never to admit these defendants to parole
... If this course is preserved in the punishment of these defendants it
will satisfy the ends of justice and safeguard the interests of society."
After their jailers took the pair to their temporary jail cells,Leo
pold requested steak dinners with chocolate eclairs for dessert.Loeb
asked that the steaks be smothered in onions.
The story of Leopold and Loeb didn't end with their incar
ceration. As the years passed,newspapers would often revisit the
case when similar crimes occurred. Other criminals would say they
imitated Leopold and Loeb. On Jan.28, 1936, a fellow inmate mur
dered Loeb,slashing him nearly 60 times with a razor blade.Com
menting on Loeb's death, Darrow said he "had always hoped that
both would live long enough to get out of prison ....Death is the
easier sentence compared with a life behind the walls of a prison.
Clarence Darrow Library of Congress
He is better off than Leopold - better off dead."
Despite Darrow's comments, Leopold made the best of his situation.Before Loeb died, the
two men established a correspondence-school system for other prisoners.Leopold also reorga
nized a prison library, acted as a human guinea pig as part of a project to find a cure for malaria
during World War II and learned to be an x-ray technician.In the early 1950s, he began writing
his autobiography.All of these activities would lead to his eventual,and what many would think
unwarranted,parole in 1958.

Parole and Redemption
The Church of the Brethren,and especially W Harold Row, played an important part in
Leopold's parole. In 1953,when Leopold was preparing for his first hearing before the parole
board,his brother contacted the Brethren Service Commission to see if they would help him
if he were paroled. Row, who graduated from Bridgewater College in 1933, was executive
secretary of the BSC at the time.W hile Row and the BSC wouldn't weigh in on whether or not
Leopold should be paroled,they did offer a job and a home to him in Castaner, Puerto Rico.
After Leopold was finally released from prison on March 13,1958, Row flew with him to the
new home and new life that he had promised.
Leopold remained in Puerto Rico for the rest of his life and continued his association
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with the Church of the Brethren. Eventu
ally, he would be allowed to travel to the
United States and internationally. He also
remained friends with Row. In an article
published in the Messenger after Row's
death, Leopold wrote, "Protestantism
does not have a catalog of saints, but in
my own private hagiology, Harold Row will
always be St. Harold of Elgin."
Leopold's connection to Row and the Church of the Brethren would lead to a connection
with Bridgewater College. In the mid 1960s, while meeting with members of the World Health
Organization in Geneva, Switzerland, concerning research on parasitology, Leopold was the
house guest of Dr. William Willoughby, a Bridgewater College professor of philosophy and
religion who was temporarily working for the Brethren Service Commission. His visit with the
Willoughby family was recorded in the November 1991 issue of Bridgewater magazine.
Willoughby was impressed by Leopold and invited him to speak at Bridgewater in 1968.
In March of that year, Leopold visited and spoke at a morning convocation for juniors
and seniors in Cole Hall. He also was the guest speaker at a Lambda Society dinner meeting
at the Belle Meade Restaurant (now Pano's), in Harrisonburg, Va . The themes for the ad
dresses dealt with life after prison and the future of the penal system in a free society. Retired
professor Robert McFadden, who was director of religious activities at the time, remembered
walking with Leopold on campus and recalled how he was able to identify specific birds by
the sounds they made. Leopold was considered an expert ornithologist and wrote a book on
the birds of Puerto Rico.
As he had with the Willoughbys, Row, and many other members of the Brethren commu
nity, Leopold made a favorable impression upon people during his visit to Bridgewater. On May
28, 1969, the College's Council on Education recommended to the faculty that Leopold receive
an honorary degree, in either ornithology or parasitology. Willoughby, who spearheaded the
movement, envisioned a one-day seminar, "The Church and the Offender," that would include
an address by Leopold followed by an official conferral of the degree.
At the faculty meeting the next day, Willoughby presented the council's recommendation
and asked for a vote by secret ballot to approve Leopold for the degree. Although the vote was
in favor of granting the degree, a number of faculty abstained. Several conversations followed,
including one "in which vigorous objection to the honorary degree was voiced," according to
the meeting minutes. Later in the meeting, then President Wayne F. Geisert suggested that the
matter be held in abeyance until a faculty meeting in the fall. At the first meeting of the new
school year, the faculty tabled the matter and never considered it again.
Nathan Leopold never returned to Bridgewater College. He died of heart disease on Aug.
29, 1971, in Puerto Rico, where he had spent the last 13 years of his life. News of his death ap
peared in newspapers throughout the country, including the New York Times. While the article
told of his contributions to society since his parole, it also ran a famous photograph of him,
Loeb and Darrow at the arraignment in 1924, with a headline that declared, "Nathan F. Leo
pold of 1924 Murder Case Is Dead." Despite more than 40 years of trying, Leopold could not
outrun the ghost of Bobby F ranks.
Harold Row, perhaps Leopold's biggest supporter, had died of cancer a little over a month
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earlier. A much smaller obituary in the Times identified Row as "Capital Churchman" and
mentioned his connection with Leopold. And of all the tributes paid to this Brethren legend,
perhaps one by Leopold summed up Row best. "To attempt to describe Harold Row, I have to
do violence to the English language," wrote Leopold. "I have to coin a new superlative for the
adjective good. For Harold was the goodest man I ever knew."

Icons
While Nathan Leopold - icon of one of America's most notorious crimes - never returned
to Bridgewater College, Harold Row - icon of the Brethren faith - posthumously ensured his
memory. In the mid 1980s, when Bridgewater created the W Harold Row Memo
rial Endowment, Chicago attorney Elmer Gertz was selected as an honorary
member of the endowment committee. Gertz, who represented Leopold in his
successful parole effort in 1958, helped the College raise money for the endow
ment and spoke at the third annual W Harold Row lecture series in the fall of
1985. In two speeches, "T he Inspiration of Public Service" and "Life With a
Purpose," Gertz honored Row, spoke of his relationship with Leopold, and, a la
Clarence Darrow, voiced his opposition to capital punishment.
Row's widow and his two children also had a hand in keeping the Leopold
Row connection alive at Bridgewater College. Between 1981 and 1993, Leona
Zigler Row Eller donated 30 artifacts to the Reuel B. Pritchett Museum. Mainly
Russian memorabilia acquired by her husband through his work in the 1960s
with the Russian Orthodox Church and the Church of the Brethren, the items
also included a small, wooden cross icon given to Row by Leopold. In 1994,
Row's children, William H. Row Jr., and Betty Joanne Row Green, donated a
16th century Greek icon that had been purchased by Leopold and given to Row
within a year of both men's deaths.
As you probably have guessed by now, the icons found by President Stone are
Elmer Gertz Special Ccilect,ons, Alexander Mack Memorial Library
connected to Harold Row and Nathan Leopold. The initials on the towel belong
to W Harold Row Sr., and the inscription on the icon reveals that it was a gift
to Row from Leopold. According to Brydon DeWitt, former vice-president of development at
Bridgewater, Leona Row Eller brought the three artifacts to the College and presented them to
former President Geisert.
Although an appraiser may be able to assign a monetary value to these religious objects,
there is a value to them that transcends dollars and cents. They remind us that good and evil
will always exist. They remind us that few, if any, of society's problems are black and white,
or cut and dried. They remind us that forgiveness isn't always easy to give, and that love and
understanding can sometimes bridge the greatest divide.
Dale Harter is Bridgewater College archivist and curator of the Revel B. Pritchett Museum.
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Dr. Kathleen C. Arthur, professor of art history at James Madison University, visited Bridgewater College to appraise
and evaluate the three icons found in the president's vault. While earning her Ph.D. from New York University
(Institute of Fine Arts), she minored in Byzantine Art. She teaches Early Medieval Art at/MU. A summary of her
findings follows:

Arthur believes this box was made
sometime between 1930 and 1970.
It represents a typical example of the
type of Russian folk art developed by
icon painters after the Russian Revolu
tion and the dissolution of the monas
teries. This appears to be an example
of the lacquerware that Russian icon
painters began to produce after the
destruction of icons and outlawing of
religion in the Russian revolution.
This icon appears to be a 17th-18th
century Russian icon. depicting the
Christ Pantokrator(all-powerful God).
Christ is shown holding the Bible open
in his left hand and blessing with his
right hand. It is a painted image cov
ered with a gilded metal cover called
an "oklad." According to Arthur, the
Pantokrator is one of the most impor
tant themes in Late Byzantine art.

Written on the back of this icon is
the inscription "A Gift from Nathan F.
Leopold." Of the three icons. it is the
only one that definitely was owned by
Nathan Leopold then given to Harold
Row. According to Arthur's research.
this is an 18th-19th century Greek or
Cretan icon.
Portrayed on the icon are: God the
Father Enthroned with the Virgin Mary
and Saint John the Baptist on the top
level; on the lower level is pictured
a monastic saint with a white beard,
a Bishop saint holding a Bible and
blessing with an Eastern Orthodox
hand gesture. and a female martyr
carrying a cross.
Arthur believes this may have been
used as a portable icon or as a deco
ration for the iconostasis of a smaller
church or chapel. The identity of the
saints might indicate a monastic
environment.

Like the Deisis Icon Painting, it prob
ably was used as a portable icon or as
a decoration for the iconostasis of a
smaIler church or chapel. It also could
have been displayed in the "icon
corner" of a private home.
Depicted on the box is an artist shown
painting or copying the painting
of the Holy Trinity by Andrei Rublev
(1360-M30). Rublev was the most fa
mous icon painter in history. The actu
al icon depicted on the box is owned
by the Tretyakov Gallery, in Moscow.
Arthur said this box is "particularly
interesting because under the guise
of painting a famous artist. they were
able to incorporate a religious scene.
even though icons and icon painting
was against the law."

The first of two other icons found in
the president's vault is a 16th century
Greek icon featuring three metallic
imprints. This icon was purchased by
Nathan Leopold. given to Harold Row
in 1970 and donated to the Reuel B.
Pritchett Museum by Row's children,
William H. Row Jr.. and Betty Joanne
Row Green. The final icon is a wooden
Orthodox cross. undated. which was
also given to Row by Leopold. Row's
widow, Leona Row Eller, donated it to
the museum in 1981.
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THE NOTION OF RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE isn't just a politically

correct blurb in the College's mission statement and strategic plan - it's a
central characteristic common among students, faculty and staff.

Rob Stolzman

Phol!O by0-4rie::J Cub�--
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Kee�ing_
the '"t'aith
by Karen Doss Bowman, '91

athematics and religion are two subjects that rarely
intersect, but for Rob Stolzman, it was an unexpected
friendship he forged with the late Dr. Alaric Bowman,
his math professor at Bridgewater, that had a positive
effect on his spiritual growth.
Stolzman, a Jew who admits to having an aversion to math, recalls
meaningful conversations with Bowman, who was Brethren, about
their respective faiths. These discussions never centered on Bowman
trying to convert his student, but rather were challenges for Stolzman
to embrace his Jewish heritage and to explore the role of religion in
his daily life.
"To be encouraged to think about my spiritual growth in my
terms by people of other faiths - and people I know felt deeply about
their faith - I remember being impressed by that," says Stolzman, a
1983 graduate who now serves on the College's board of trustees. "I
left Bridgewater more receptive to religion being part of my life than
when I entered it."
Religious tolerance and spiritual development have been core val
ues at the College since its founding in 1880 by Church of the Breth
ren leader Daniel C. Flory. He had a vision of establishing a school
where young people in the church could attend and receive "a broad,
liberal education while surrounded by 'wholesome moral and religious
influences,"' wrote Francis Fry Wayland in his book, Bridgewater
College: The First Hundred Years, 1880-1980. Though the school was
started with Brethren youth in mind, Flory welcomed scholars from
all sects and creeds. In fact, the five students in the College's first class
were not all Brethren.
The College's historic affiliation with the Church of the Brethren
provides the foundation for its culture and academic programs. The
Brethren, whose evangelistic efforts throughout history have primarily
taken the form of offering service to those in need, generally do not
strive to convert the world to their beliefs. Instead, its members are
encouraged to serve as role models of the Christian values of simple
living, humility, service and piety, while encouraging respect and ap
preciation for other faith traditions. This approach to religion has
been a constant at the College and one of the reasons senior physics
major Mohammed Haroun, a Muslim, has felt right at home during
his four years on the campus.
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"Bridgewater is a very welcoming Christian campus...The students
and faculty have been like a family to me." - Mohammed Haroun, '08
"Bridgewater is a very welcoming Christian campus,"
says Haroun, who comes from the Gaza Strip. "I have
not met any student who was directly unwelcoming. The
students and faculty have been like a family to me."
The notion of religious tolerance isn't just a politi
cally correct blurb in the College's mission statement
and strategic plan - it's a characteristic Haroun says he's
found amo ng students, faculty and staff on campus. Not
only have fellow students been eager to ask Haroun
questions about Islam, but also members of the faculty and staff have been supportive. Two years ago, he
recalls, a convocation addressed the topic of the Arab
Israeli conflict. After the program, the Muslim students
decided to gather for prayer, and Dr. William Abshire,
chair of the department of philosophy and religion,
joined the group. Haroun was touched by the Breth
ren professor's gesture. And most surprising, Haroun
has found support in the campus dining room. Dining
services director Haitham Shtaieh, a fellow Muslim, has
encouraged Haroun to keep the faith and connected
him with Harrisonburg's Muslim community at the
Shenandoah Islamic Center.
"Bridgewater was a good challenge for my faith,
and still is," Haroun says. "A new environment opens
the door to challenges, but being here in Bridgewater
has strengthened my faith. The ideas, the customs, the
norms that I practiced back home with everyone, now I
have to practice with no one around - just me. So it has
to be a self-motivating thing."
While the College does not require students to at
tend regular chapel services or engage in religious activi
ties, chaplain Dr. Robert Miller points out that a wide
variety of religious activities and worship opportunities
are available to students. These include religious groups
that meet weekly; peer-led Bible study groups in the res
idence halls; weekly chapel services; and three campus
worship services that provide convocation credits. The
Personal Development Portfolio program, a cornerstone
of the College's academic program, includes a spiritual
and ethical wellness dimension, and Miller has given
presentations on the topic for PDP groups.
"I think the students who are consciously seeking
to grow spiritually are quite receptive to some of these
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opportunities on campus," Miller says.
Though faculty are not required to teach their
subjects from a religious or spiritual perspective, many
have influenced their students through personal connec
tions made outside the classroom, just as Alaric Bowman
challenged Stolzman more than 20 years ago. He also
recalls the influence of Dr. Martha Thornton, professor
of religion from 1968 to 1986, who taught the class,
"Understanding the Old Testament," and celebrating
Passover with retired Prof. Daniel Bly. Religious activi
ties, such as the Christmas luminaries on the campus
mall, and the presence of the Bridgewater Church of the
Brethren, where doors were always open to students,
gave Stolzman a glimpse of the role that religion and
spiritual growth can play in a person's life.
"I had not been exposed to serious Christians prior
to Bridgewater," says Stolzman, a principal with the law
firm of Adler, Pollock & Sheehan, P.C., in Providence,
R.I. "The notion of a church or a synagogue or any reli
gious person being more interested in day-to-day deeds,
rather than proselytizing creeds, was a new concept to
me. The Brethren way of using religion as more of a
way of life and less a system of beliefs to be stated-I
didn't realize at the time, but now with hindsight and
reflection, I think that was a powerful influence on me."
College trustee Larry Johnson, '75, shares a similar perspective. Growi ng up as the son of a Catholic
father and Presbyterian mother, Johnson was given the
freedom to explore both faiths. Though he most often
attended a Presbyterian church as a child, he began to
focus more seriously on Catholicism at Bridgewater. The
College was supportive in many ways, he recalls, includ
ing allowing him to sign out one of the College-owned
vans each week to transport his Catholic peers to Mass
services in Harrisonburg.
Johnson felt his faith strengthened during late-night
discussions about religion with his hallmates-several
of whom were Brethren. He discovered that they had
many misconceptions about Roman Catholicism, and
these discussions gave him the opportunity to correct
those misunderstandings.
"What I found at Bridgewater were people of faith,
especially Christian people of faith, who challenged

THE TESTING OF FAITH
by Alicia Wotring Sisk
me that if I was going to identify myself as a Catholic,
then do something about it," says Johnson, a priest who
believes the seeds for his calling were planted at Bridge
water. "To live it and be it and develop it and know it
... No one put pressure on me to be anything other than
what I was."
In light of the world's conflicts these days, which
are characterized by religious overtones and rigid
dogmas, the current generation of college students must
learn to relate to and appreciate points of view very
different from their own. Practicing tolerance of and ap
preciation for other religions becomes critical in today's
global community, where diversity is an unavoidable
challenge.
"However deeply committed our students may be
to their own faith traditions, they are going to encoun
ter and work with and live beside persons of other faith
traditions," Miller says. "So it's absolutely essential that
our students graduate with an openness and acceptance
and appreciation of other religions."
Just as many Christians disagree on social issues and
religious practices, Haroun and the two other Muslim students currently on campus come from different
cultures and take very different approaches to their
faith. In the same way that the Bridgewater community
has offered warm acceptance to them, the trio has been
inspired to focus on their commonalities and to be open
to learning from each other. It's these kinds of relation
ships that, hopefully, will make the world a more peace
ful place, and Bridgewater College strives to model that
for its students.
"We (three Islamic students) came to the under
standing that if the Bridgewater community was able to
welcome us," Haroun says, "it is a very nice thing to be
welcoming to each other."

hen Brooke Barham came to Bridgewater
College two years ago, she was ready to
test her faith.
After being raised in a Christian home and attend
ing a Christian school, she wanted to go to a college
where she could "try out my faith for myself," she
said.
Bridgewater, with its roots in the Brethren faith but
sans mandatory chapel and church services, was an
ideal place, she says.
"Did I really want to go to church or do I really want
to study the Bible?" she had asked herself. At col
lege, it was the first time it wasn't "like I had to do it
because that's what my mom and dad expected of
me." And now she sees that there was a purpose for
her being there.
Almost immediately Barham, a junior, got involved
with D.u.R.a.G. Ministries - Divine Unity Righteously
Applying God - a weekly service that attracted about
20 regular attendees in Barham's freshman year. The
service, started by three Bridgewater football play
ers, now meets at James Madison University and
draws more than 100 students from area universi
ties each week.
The students represent a growing number of young
adults seeking meaning and happiness in their lives
through religion.
"Based on my experience, in the 18 years I've been
here, students are as religiously interested and
curious and active as they've ever been," said BC
Chaplain Robert Miller.
According to an Associated Press/MTV poll released
in August, 44 percent of people 13 to 24 say that

Karen Doss Bowman, '91, 1s a freelance wnter m Bndgewater, Va.

religion or spirituality plays a very important role in
their lives. In a 2004 UCLA study, 80 percent of col
lege students said they believe in God.
Excerpted from Rocktown Weekly, Sept, 24, 2007
Reprinted with permissioo
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by Ruth Jones '04

W.,n she was 69 years old, Grace
Watt had a hankering to dye her hair purple.
So her daughter, Karen Yang, went out
and bought a bottle of purple dye.
"It's something she'd always wanted to
do," Yang said. "Why not?"
Watt, you see, was just celebrating the
season.
"It was around Halloween, and I
thought I'd try it," she said.
Watt chuckles over the memory, and
said she will never forget the day she did it
or the comments triggered by her new hair
color. But dyeing her hair wasn't the only
thing she'd done recently that raised a few
eyebrows. Just two years earlier, she'd made
the decision to go back to college, and by
the time she dipped her silver locks into a
bottle of purple dye, Watt was well on her
way to earning a degree from Bridgewater

"I thought she was a little
Cf azy.

"-

Karen Yang, daughter of Grace Watt, '04

College with an emphasis in philosophy and
religion.
W hen she entered the classroom, her
shock of purple hair became "quite a con
versation piece," Watt said.
She also noted that jumping back into
college wasn't something she had to think
twice about. Watt wasn't worried about fit
ting in, wearing trendy clothes or using the
latest slang. Rolling a book bag on wheels
behind her, "I just did my own thing."
◄

Crace Watttoday

Phcto by Charles Culbertson
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And when Watt wants t o do something- such as dyeing her hair some
regal color or plungng into college coursework - she just does it.
"I got curious to see what philosophy was all about," said Watt, a retired
certified public accountant who lives in B ridgewater. "I do that every now
and then. I get this bee in my bonnet where I have to check something out."
In her application to Brid gewater, Watt talked about how, in her profes
sional life, she had felt a step behind the crowd.
"Since I ended up surro unded by college graduates, I always felt a little
inferior in spite of the fact that I never liked school. I al
ways hated school from the first day until I graduated from
business school. I was a quiet, shy, scaredy-cat kid. The only
subject I really liked was bookkeeping."
For this reason, Watt's e ntire family was stunned when she
told them about her dedson to enter college. Factor in her
age, and they simply couldn't coJT4)rehend it.
"I thought she was a little crazy," her daughter said.
Watt had had many jobs, from accountant and school
volunteer to working in a library and a Wal-Mart, which Watt
calls "an education in and of itself." But the title of "student"
was inconceivable to both her and her family.
"My sister thought I was a complete nut," Watt added,
and noted that her interest in philosophy further bewildered
her sster.
But her feelings weren't wounded in the least by their
reactions. In fact, she laughs about it today. She knows her
family loves and supports her, and today, th ey'll be the first
to tell you how proud th ey are of her. In the last 10 y ears, in
fact, she's the only 71-year-old to graduate from Brid gewater
College.
"I'm impressed that she finished," said Yang, who helped
her mother navigate the maze of college coursework. "There
we;·e papers she read to me, and we did algebra togetha·. It
was kind of funny - her calling me about school work."
Designed for p eople who enter college later in life, the
General Studies major requires the completion of a project
in order to graduate. Watt chose to focus on two religous
groups: the Bruderhof s, who daim their roots go back to the
time of the Radical Reformation of early 16th century Europe

GraceWollotoge71, reooVing herdip/omoinMo/200</ From ftesidenl
Pl'iNipC 5/0ne.
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when thousands of Anabaptists left the
institutional church to seek a life of simplic
ity and nonviolence, and the Hutterites, a
small Anabaptist faction based primarily in
Canada and the Northwest.
Her project was "How the Bruderhofs
Took Advantage of the Hutterites," and her
interest in the two groups grew to such an
extent that, even today, she occasionally
dresses in Hutterite garb and comes back to
the College to do presentations about the
groups.
Watt credits Dr. William Abshire, the
Anna B. Mow Professor of Philosophy and
Religion and department chair, with draw
ing the project out of her and guiding her
through the process. She said "he was really
a good professor" who "made it interest
ing," and brought a fresh dimension to the
classroom.
Abshire noted that the presence of a
woman of Grace's maturity - purple hair
notwithstanding - was extremely beneficial
to his students, and that they very much
appreciated her involvement. Watt, he said,
was curious and asked persistent questions
about religion and the deeper things in life.
"She could speak to the importance of
asking those questions," Abshire said. "You
have to keep asking the questions that mat
ter most whether you have an answer or
not."
He added, with an extra measure of
respect, that Watt "probably has the best li-
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brary of Hutterite materials within a couple
hundred miles."
In May of 2004, at the age of 71, Grace
Watt received her hard-earned degree from
the hands of President Phillip C. Stone, and
in doing so accomplished one last, signifi
cant goal: "I was trying to get that piece of
paper without falling on my nose," she said.
Now that she has the piece of paper
- which is tucked away in a carton with
all of her other college keepsakes - Watt
admits that she picked "a doozy" of a way
to satisfy her curiosity and to answer some
of the many questions she'd had about life.
W hile she admits she's not much of a phi
losopher, she does credit the Bridgewater
experience with giving her a good educa
tional grounding.
As for all the hoopla over being a 71year-old college graduate, Watt could take
it or leave it.
"Some of my friends and relatives are
more impressed with this than I am," she
said. "Now I'm like 'So what?"'
But there's been a new bee buzzing in
her bonnet since graduation.
"I wish that Bridgewater College had a
law school," she said. "If they had one, I'd
be back over there."
Ruth Jones, '04, 1s a freelance wnter in Staunton, Va
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Going from the first-string softball team at
Bridgewater College to the top of the Mrs.

Colorado Pageant? No problem, when

you've got a can-do attitude.

by Charles Culbertson

ho could have guessed that the young woman in the
Eagles un iform, &anding poised for action in left field or
,;watting softballs toward the fence, would - in ju& five
short years - trade the traction of cleats for the elegance
of heel s, and the clunkiness of a crimson helmet for the glitter of a beauty
queen's crown?
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That's exactly what Tiffany Weaver Sawyer did, though. In 2007, this former first
string softball pl ayer for the Eagles and 2002 business administration graduate shed the
final vestiges of her tornboyishness when she captured the title of Mrs. Colorado. But if
images of the same young woman roughing it around the outfield and gliding down the
runway of a beauty pageant seem too much of a dichotomy, just remember: it was the
same competitive spirit that got her to both of those places.
"I've always been involved in sports, hence my passion for competition," said Saw
yer, a native of Grottoes, Va. "I began playing softball just as soon as I was old enough
to hold a glove and bat. I was a real tomboy, essentially the son my father never had."
At Spotswood High School, Sawyer was so good she played on a traveling Junior
Olympic softball team During many of her important high-school games, she had a
visitor - Donnie Fulk, BC's coach for women's softball and assistant soccer coach. Fulk,
who had played ball as a kid with Sawyer's father, would stand along the fence at these
games and call out to her:
"H ey, Tiffany, when are you gonna come play ball for me at Bridgewater?"
He did it so often that, when the time came for h er to choose a college, she picked
Bridgewater. Here, she said, she could get a good education, stay fairly close to home
and, of course, pl ay softball.
"Tiffany was a great all-around ball player," said Fulk. "She was a good hitter and
base runner, and a tremendous outfielder. She loved to play the game, and it showed in
everything she did."
Softball, however, wasn't her only outlet for a competitive spirit. In 2000, a friend
encouraged her to enter a beauty pageant, and it was here, she said, that her competi
tive spirit "really ki eked in."
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"I began corr.peting in Miss America preliminaries, winning awards like best in
swimsuit and most ad-page sales, but it wasn't until 2001 that I won my first state title
as Miss Virginia Association of Fairs."
After graduation in 2002, Sawyer hung up her cleats and landed a job in human
resources at pharmaceutical giant Merck and Co. Inc., in Elkton, Va. One Saturd ay
night in November 2003, she attended a Lonestar concert in Richmond, Va. During the
intermission, she noticed a handsome, dark-haired man standing in the crowd.
"I couldn't take my eyes off him," she said. "It's very unlike me to approach a com
plete stranger, a good looking one at that, but with a little prorr.pting from my Aunt
Donna, I did. Two months later, N athan and I were engaged, and eight months later we
were married."
When her husband, who was a captain in the U.S. Army, received word that he was
to be stationed at Fort Carson, Colo., Sawyer applied for a pharmaceutical sales r ep 's
job with Merck in Colorado Springs, and got it. Just two months after they were mar
ried, however, the captain was d eployed to the Middle East for a year - "leaving me,"
noted Sawyer, "in a new state, on a new job, in a new house, with only our Shih Tzu
puppy, Grizzl y, to ke ep me company."
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In 2005, Sawyer entered the Mrs. Colorado Pag eant as a way to make new friends
and to "stay focused on a goal" until her huooand's safe return. When me was named
first runner-up that year, her goals were met and, she admitted, "I was hook ed." She
tried again the following year, and placed third runner-up.
After that 2006 competition, Sawyer felt she needed an additional project to work
on. While mowing the yard one evening, the idea came to her to start a pageant for
children. But, she said, this wouldn't be your typical kiddie beauty contest. It would be
called the Miss Patriotic Colorado Pageant, and would be a way to raise money for the
Children of Fallen Soldiers Relief Fund - "an organization," she said, "that provides
support and oollege funds to the children of families whose parent has paid the ulti
mate price for our freedom."
While working on getting the Miss Patriotic Colorado Pa geant up and running,
Sawyer prepared herself for one more run at the Mrs. Colorado title. In M ay of 2007,
on Mother's Day weekend, that preparation paid off.
"The third time really is a charm," she said. "When I heard my name called as the
new Mrs. Colorado, I felt excitement, un!i'eakable joy and, most of all, relief. My
dream of capturing the Colorado crown was a reality."
Even more than that, her dream of establiming a pageant to benefit the children of
r
se vicemen killed in the line of duty also became a reality. Just one month before the
Mrs. Colorado contest, the first Miss Patriotic Colorado Pageant was held and raised
$3,000 for the Children of Fallen Soldiers Relief Fund.
From Aug. 22 through S ept. 6, 2007, Sawyer COJT4)eted in the Mrs. America con
test in Tucson, Ariz., where she placed in the judges' original choice for the top 10.
The future for this highly competitive !i'irit will d epend a g-eat deal on when and
where she and her husband- known as "C ap tain Colorado" to his men - are stationed.
There's a family to oonsider, of course, but also some time just to enjoy life. She and
the captain recently spent two weeks in Ireland where t hey attended his brother's wed
ding, and toured the ooastlines and castles.
Wherever she goes or whatever she does, Sawyer said she wants to serve as an
inspiration for others who might be thinking of taking on a challenge, be it a softball
game, a beauty pageant or the daily adventure of life itself.
"I want to be that person who gives you the little pum to try something new, the one
who gives you the encouragement to reach deep down inside and say, 'I can do it! "'
Charles Culbertson is direct:orofrnedo relations ot Bn·dg EWOlerCollege and edil:Or ofBrid;lewaterrnogozine.
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After returning to her native Virginia,
Dr. Betty Karol Fairchilds Wilson, '75,
gets to work.

Lady 0f

New
Market
by Elizabeth Rome

W

hen a member of the Texas
House of Representatives
sends a woman a letter ex
pressing regret about her plans to move
out of the state, it's obvious she's made
an impact on the community.
So, it's no surprise that, for the
residents of New Market, Texas' loss
has been Virginia's gain. Since moving
to the town in 2004, Betty Karol Wil
son has started historic walking tours,
helped reestablish a defunct histori
cal society, opened a profitable bed
and-breakfast with her husband, and
become the director of two choirs, all
while holding several other leadership
positions along the way.
It's easy to see why Texas didn't
want to let this lady go.

The Historian
Although Wilson, 54, wears many
hats in the New Market community,

this particular day's head
piece is more like a hairnet.
Standing in front of the
library, once home to the
prominent Henkel family,
Wilson's curly gray hair is
held securely in a crocheted
wrap of white yarn called a
snood that complements the
floral hoopskirt she wears.
As if being chairwoman
of the New Market Heritage
Days festival is not enough,
she also volunteered to give
a mini version of her New
Market walking tour during
the festival on Oct. 27.
Her 1860s-style garb
adds an air of authenticity
as she recalls Anna Maria
Henkel's encounter with
Union army soldiers in
1864, and how Dr. Solomon
Henkel was "the kingpin of
early New Market."
It's clear that Wilson is not simply
reciting from rote memorization. "You
don't memorize it," she says. "You just
learn it."
Her hoopskirt and headpiece are
familiar sights to the residents of New
Market. Five days a week, she and her
fellow tour guides, Susan Smith and
Meredith Cecil, offer the hour and a
half long New Market walking tours.
When planning for the tours began
in late 2005, Wilson signed on simply

Photo courtesy ofthe Daily News-Record,
Harrisonburg, Va.
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to sell tickets. But, by the time the tours started
the following May, she was running them.
"There are great stories to tell," she said. "It's
amazi ng all the people who have lived in this
little town."
The owners of local businesses appreciate the customers Wilson has brought through
their stores. "I think it's wonderful. Every time
I find out something about this house I pass it
on to her, and she refers people down here, so
we help each other," said Faye Peery, owner of
Faye's Flowers. "She's a good neighbor, we just
like her."
The walking tours helped start a chain
reaction of increased interest in the town's his
tory that led to the production of a DVD and,
eventually, the reincarnation of the New Market
Historical Society this past January, said Wilson.
As the program chairwoman, Wilson is an
integral part of that group.
"She has been very instrumental in bring
ing the history of New Market alive to visitors
and people who live in the town," said Philip
Crown, archivist and one of the society's found
ers. "She has gotten more and more involved in
the history of New Market."

The Family Woman
Born in Richmond, Wilson says she's always
been interested in Virginia's history, particularly
because "there's so much of it." When other
families went to Kings Dominion, hers would
go camping next to a historic site.
She attended Bridgewater College, where
she met her future husband, Charles L. Wilson,
'74, during a choral festival at James Madison
University. "She held the door and made a re
mark about wanting to be a doorman," said Mr.
Wilson, 5 5. "From that point, I was hooked."
The couple married in 1974 and spent
the next six years completing their education,
his for physical therapy at Medical College of
Virg inia and hers for a double masters degree in
sacred music and music conducting at Southern
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A typical New Market famJ/y in the 18S0s.

Library cf Congress

Methodist University. They moved to Abilene,
Texas, in 1980, where they remained for 24
years.
A self-proclaimed family person, Wilson
decided it was time to move back to Virginia in
2004 when her father's Alzheimer's disease pro
gressed. "Fifteen hundred miles was too far,"
she said.
The Wilsons moved to New Market and
opened their bed and breakfast so that Wilson
would have her daytime hours free to care for
her father, Vern Fairchilds, in Bridgewater.
However, a month after the move, he died
unexpectedly. "It was a very sad time," Wil
son said. "It was really hard, [but] having the
B&B to decorate was a great way to release
my grief."
In fact, if it hadn't been for the Apple Blos
som Inn, the Wilsons may likely have moved
back to Texas.

The Innkeeper
Keeping true to its name, an apple-scented
candle fills the Apple Blossom Inn with a rich
fragrance from the moment Wilson opens the
door to the home, built in 1806. Thanks to "the
power of the Internet," she says, this inviting
scent has welcomed guests from countries such

as Spain's Canary Islands, Belgium, England,
Israel and Chile, as well as all over the United
States.
Each morning the aroma of real baked
apples wakes the guests as the Wilsons provide
an apple-themed breakfast cooked from scratch.
If a glance at the inn's guest book is any indica
tion, these meals are a real hit with the guests,
although neither Wilson has a background in
cooking. "I come from a great line of cooks,
but I was never the cook," said Wilson. "We can
cook, but we just never had time for it."
The two-bedroom guest home is connected
to the Wilson's own house through the laundry
room. Their policy to never rent to people who
don't know each other is a draw that allows
guests to truly relax, she says. "I don't think
I knew much about hospitality before," said
Wilson. "I've realized how many people need a
place for rest. We've been able to provide that
for them, and it's been fun."
She recalls fondly some of the more memo
rable guests. There was the Rhode Island man
who had been leery of bed-and-breakfasts his
whole life who left wanting to convert his own
home into one. Then, a couple celebrated their
24th anniversary there and now plans to return
every year. Or the father and son that played
a violin and piano duet all through the night.
"You just never know people's stories," said
Wilson. "You get a little slice of people's lives."
Involved in music for most of her own life,
Wilson can particularly relate to the father and
son's desire to play to their heart's content.

part chorus. She also taught music classes at
Boston University in the mid-'90s while earning
her Ph.D. in musicology.
Naturally, she and Mr. Wilson, who have
performed in choruses together since college,
joined Masterworks Chorus of the Shenandoah
Valley soon after moving to New Market.
When the chorus director had to move
unexpectedly five weeks before their holiday
concert series last year, Wilson took over as
conductor and artistic director seamlessly, said
president Clare Ellis.
"We were most fortunate. She was a winner
and a keeper," said Ellis, noting that attendance
at their Monday night practices has gone up
smce.
"People just don't stay away because she
continually challenges us to new and higher lev
els. I'm really glad that we have her. She's really
a dynamo as far as we're concerned. We haven't
begun to tap her as a resource."
Peggy Harkness, member of Manor Memo
rial United Methodist Church choir in New
Market, where Wilson also directs, expresses
the same sentiment: "We're very fortunate to
have her. She's very highly qualified and she's
enabled us to do a broad variety of music. She
brings a great deal of passion and enthusiasm to
what she does for us."
Harkness says Wilson brings that same
enthusiasm to New Market as a whole. "She
moved here, and immediately began to do what
she could for New Market, and just puts her
talents to use for the town."

The Choral Director

The Future

While living in Texas, Wilson taught a
combination of voice lessons, opera history
and music history at Abilene Christian Univer
sity and McMurry University, both located in
Abilene. As the director of the Classical Chorus
of Abilene, she earned the prestigious Yellow
Rose of Texas community service award for her
work with the children's division of the five-

When she decides to take a break, Wilson turns to gardening, a favorite pastime she
couldn't indulge while living in Abilene, part
of the desert-like region of West Texas. But
even this activity is not without its leadership
role; she is the vice president of New Market's
Cohee Garden Club. "It's very relaxing for me,"
she said. "I like getting my hands in the dirt. I
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think a lot while I'm gardening, a lot of mental solitude."
Wilson credits her husband for helping her keep track of her full sched
ule. "I have a great husband," she said. "He's a very big supporter of my
activities. The things I get him into are endless."
But, Mr. Wilson insists it's she who keeps him on track, and says he
enjoys their fast-paced life together. "She's gotten me to go places and do
things that I never would have dreamed of if it hadn't been for her," he
said. "Being married to her, there's something new at every turn, something
new around every corner."
True to her husband's word, Wilson will embark on another new activ
ity this winter when she starts to write her fist book, either about New
Market's history, children's choirs or a fictional novel. "At this point in my
life I'm thinking: 'How many years left? What to accomplish? What have I
not done?' "she says.
But, will these future plans take her away from Virginia? "Who knows
in life," she says. "You never know."
Well, if she ever does decide to leave, it's a safe bet that a letter from
the Virginia House of Delegates will be forthcoming.
This storyongmaliyappeared m the Harrisonburg, Va., Daily News-Record, on Nov 70, 2007 Repnnted
with permission.

save the date:

BRIDGEWft: fER
COLLEGE
October 3-5, 2008

Make plans to attend Homecoming 2008. You won't want to miss being a part of
this fun-filled weekend. In addition to BC's Homecoming, this weekend is also
James Madison University's Family Weekend, Dayton Days, and the Mennonite
Relief Sale. It will be a very busy weekend in this area and, as a result, many of
the local hotels will have higher rates and will be filling up quickly. Therefore, you
will want to make your lodging arrangements as early as possible! The Office of
Alumni Relations has been making contacts with local hotels in an attempt to
block rooms and obtain group discount rates. To take advantage of these arrange
ments visit the Homecoming Web site at: www.bridgewater.edu/homecoming for a
list of these hotels.

Office of Alumni Relations 540-828-5451 or 800-476-4289, ext. 5451
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COACHES CORNER
by Matthew A. Barnhart '03

S

hane Stevens, class of 1979, is head track and field coach and instructor of math
ematics and computer science at Bridgewater College. Stevens, who has worked at
BC since 1982, recently went toe-to-toe with Matthew A Barnhart, '03, in a ques
tion-and-answer session that explored Stevens' career, the athletes he has known and which
bumper sticker has impressed him most.
How do you keep your athletes focused during meets?

For me, it's a matter of trying to stay out of their way and making sure they're relaxing
when they're supposed to relax, and moving when they are supposed to move. The type of meet
and competition can and will, for the most part, set the tone. That is, if it's early in the season,
we're more relaxed. The more important the meet is, the higher the expectations. This brings
about more tension, and the need to focus more. For the most part, our track athletes
are pretty good about keeping focused. Over the course of a day, if it's a long meet,
there's a lot of down time. However, athletes need to be aware of time in gen
eral and cognizant of the meet schedule and how it affects them, and how
long it takes to warm up in relation to when they perform. Younger
athletes usually want to warm up too soon, or warm up too little, or
are on their feet more. We as coaches not only watch what's occur
ring at the present, but judge how much time athletes should use
to get moving around and begin to start warming up. It's vital for
the performers' well-being that we provide the impetus to ensure
that they're doing what they need to do - whether we tell them
to do it or that they are doing it themselves. Fortunately, I have
excellent assistant coaches who make sure it does get done.
Every event is different. With that, every athlete is different
to some extent when it comes to meet preparation. Some
times we have to get on them. As time goes on, they learn.
Freshmen also take cues from upperclassmen. This includes
the proper warmup within the proper timeframe that will
allow them to ready themselves for competition. What
we deal with isn't unique to our sport. All athletes in all
sports have to do it.
Including all the athletes over your Bridgewater coach
ing caree1; what would be your fantasy (fastest) 4x100
relay team?

This is an extremely tough question to answer. I'll
probably have a number of athletes contact me and ask,
"Why wasn't I put on this team?" We've had a number of
excellent men performers throughout the past 25 years.
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I could say that if I was to put together a relay team,
I wouldn't necessarily look at the fastest athletes,
as there's actually a strategy for placing runners in
specific positions that would help the team run faster.
For example, your first leg needs to be someone who
gets out fast out the blocks. The third leg needs to
receive and give the baton, and run a fast turn. The
second and fourth legs probably need to be the fastest,
and traditionally I have put the fastest in those posi
tions. My four members of the dream team? To avoid
controvers y, I would include the four fastest in school's
history. They are Mario Webb (school record holder in
the 100), Melvin Queen, Jermaine Taylor and Marcus Richardson. All of these
guys could set the track on
fire. This would be an excit
ing team to watch if we had
those four together in their
prime. I would also include as
- Shane D. Stevens
alternates Davon Cruz (school
record holder in the 55 meter),
Isaac Rodgers, Tony Konate and Willie Grayson. Two
others that aren't included in the fastest, but who I
would never turn down, are Mark Luiggi and Scotty
Brown. Both found an extra gear when they were on
the relay. Hopefully, I can say that this year the four
athletes we have on the relay will be the fantasy 4x100.
We have some excellent speed on the track with
Melvin and Tony, along with Brandon Copeland. We
also have some excellent young athletes that can make
that fourth member of the squad, and will. We look
forward to a lot of success in the 4x100 this year.

"The reputation of the
spor t is being tested
all the time."

How much does Dr. Harry G.M. Jopson mean to you?

The world. I have always admired him - as a
student, an athlete, a colleague, a fellow coach and a
friend. It has been a privilege and an honor to have
had the kind of relationship we've had over the years.
One of my most treasured and enduring memories
is that I have come to know "Doc," and can call him
friend.
You were a classmate of Duane Harrison and coached
Jermaine Taylor. In your opinion, who was the better
athlete and why?

This is also a very difficult question to answer.
First, I love both of these guys. I witnessed first hand
what these guys could do athletically. As far as hard
work, power and speed, I would say Jermaine. He ran
10. 79 in the 100, and was an All-American in both
the 55 and the 100. I witnessed him bench press (with
perfect form) 225 lbs. a total of 26 repetitions for an
NFL scout. He is a heck of a football player. However,
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the question at hand deals with athleticism. In his
senior year in the conference meet, Duane won indi
vidual events in the 100, 200, long jump, triple jump,
high jump and 110 high hurdles, all with very good
times and distances. He was an All-American in the
LJ. He was an extremely talented individual that could
throw or punt a football 60 yards. On those points, I
would say that Duane probably was the better athlete,
although Jermaine was pretty darn close. Let me say
that although I don't coach football, for the teams they
played on, they could be the best offensive (Duane)
and defensive Oermaine) players Bridgewater College
has produced in regards to "impact" players.
What is the best bumper sticker you have ever seen?

1. Remember that every good friend was once a
stranger. 2. Suppose there was no such thing as a hypo
thetical situation.
In his prime, how would your brother - former
football All-American Bobby Stevens - fare in today's
game?

Although you may say I'm biased - that is why
you probably asked the question - I would say that my
brother would fare very well. He was an athlete. He
could and did do well in just about any athletic endeav
or he wanted. In his prime, he was an excellent athlete.
As a younger brother, I idolized him and the ease with
which he was able to do things athletic. He also was,
and still is, a "winner." The teams he played on were
good. He helped make them that way. As far as I'm
concerned, athleticism is athleticism, regardless of the
era. He wasn't very big, but he could play and could
make plays. I think he still could today, given that he
was in his prime! He was very competitive.
What was your favorite toy when you were a kid, and
do you still have it?

I didn't play with too many toys. With being the
middle of eight kids in a military family, I didn't get
too many, either. My mom used to kick us outdoors,
and so began our love for sports. We played whatever
sport was in season. That used to be what we would
do, and the way that it was. Today, I think too many
athletes specialize, especially in high school. Anyway, it
used to be my younger brother and me, and our friends
against my older brother Bobby - you pick the sport
in season. I don't believe we ever beat him. Anyway,
one of my greatest keepsakes as a child was a picture
of my father standing next to a military jeep in Subic
Bay, the Philippines. He was stationed there for a year
as he was in the military. I loved that picture. I still
have it on my desk in my office. Imagine my surprise at

► coaches corner
the time (1964) when my dad came home without the
jeep. I was heartbroken. However, so began my love
for old jeeps. I still have in my garage the 1948 Willys
Jeep that I got when I was in college.
Isaac Rodgers, one of the newest members of the
Bridgewater Athletic Hall of Fame, was your first
track All-American. Who else have you coached who
deserves to be inducted?

There are many athletes that I believe will make
it to the Hall of Fame. Here are just a few that I have
had the privilege to coach that are not presently on the
track and field team: Melissa Baker Nice, Tara Straw
derman, Scott Brown, Marcus Richardson, Davon
Cruz, Von Lewis, Jeremy Canody, Otio Okilo, Mark
Luiggi, Mario Webb and Ross Bair. We also are very
fortunate to have several extraordinary athletes on the
current track and field team that may have a chance.
These include Melvin Queen, Tony Konate, Brandon
Copeland, Stanley Peyton, Nate Rittenhouse, Brandon
Spalding and Courtney Hartman.
Why do you think we've been so successful in the
conference and nation in men's track more so than the
women?

I would say that the men's program has the advan
tage of having been around longer, and with that an
established tradition is easier to attract athletes. The
women's program has been around about 11 years. In
time, it will be as successful.
What is the thing you love the most about the Shenan
doah Valley?

The scenery and the people. I cherish the oppor
tunity to work and live here in this beautiful setting. It's
a great place to raise a family. Although we have seen
recent growth, I wouldn't want to live anywhere else.
With the story of former USA track star Marion Jones
breaking, how prevalent do you think doping is in
track and field at the Olympic level? How do we keep
people from doing it?

I believe that doping and steroid use is still very
prevalent at the Olympic level. It's run rampant in
most sports. Recent events in professional sports as
well as the Olympics have shown how much of an issue
the drug problem is. With the conditions what they
are, and with the future of track and field, I believe
that the only answer is permanently banning anyone
found guilty of drug use. The reputation of the sport is
being tested all the time. We need to convey the mes
sage that any illegal drug use isn't acceptable. It won't
stop some, but it'll send the right message.

What is one of the gutsiest performances you can
remember by one of your athletes?

Here are two quick stories on three great future
Hall of Famers. First, Scott Brown and Von Lewis. In
1997, we knew we had a chance to pull off an upset
victory in the ODAC championships at Lynchburg.
We had some pretty good athletes on our team, but
knew Lynchburg College did, as well. On the eve of
the meet, we had a team meeting and talked about
what we needed to do to win. W hen we counted the
points, we fell short by several points. I told them it
would take a team effort, and that to win we needed
to "stretch" two of our athletes in the events they com
peted The extra
Shane Stevens by the Numbers
burden fell on
Brown and Lewis.
159 INDIVIDUAL ODAC CHAMPIONS
Brown would have
49 NCAA QUALIFIERS
to compete in
17 ALL-AMERICANS
both relays, both
13 ODAC COACH OF THE YEAR AWARDS
hurclle races, the
4 TEAM ODAC TITLES
400 meter dash,
and the javelin. In NCAA REGIONAL COACH OF THE YEAR IN 1997
doing this, Brown
would compete in six races and the javelin. Lewis
would compete in one relay, the high jump, the triple
jump, the long jump and both hurdle races. In doing
this, Lewis would compete in four races, along with
the jumps. Between the two of them, they took eight
first places and three second places. Lewis qualified for
the NCAA Championships in three events in that meet.
We ended up beating Lynchburg in an exciting down
to-the-wire mile relay in the last event to win the meet
by one point. Incidentally, almost every team member
on that squad contributed by scoring at least a point.
The other story is about Melissa Baker Nice. A
brilliant performer in her days here at Bridgewater
College, she is without doubt one of the hardest work
ers ever to come to Jopson Field. She ended her senior
year being All-American in the 400 indoors and All
American outdoors in the 400 hurdles. In the ODAC
meet her senior year, she scored in nine events! She
competed in the LJ, TJ, both relays, the 100, 200, 400,
and both hurdle races. She concluded with two wins
(the 400 and the 400 hurdles) and helped Bridgewater
College to a third-place finish in the ODAC outdoor
championships.
Needless to say, for Brown, Lewis and Nice, their
days at BC came and went all too fast!
Matthew A. Barnhart, '03, is college relat10ns coordinator at Bridge
water College.
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Bridgewater Star Wants to

ShineH
at

ome

by Mike Stevens

H

ey, all you chamber of commerce and economic de
velopment gurus. I've got the poster boy to lead your
campaign for keeping young, talented professionals

from leaving the Roanoke Valley.
Meet Jeff Highfill Jr.
He's smart, athletic, handsome and has experience when it
comes to striking a pose. His image already is front and center
helping to sell Bridgewater College to prospective students in a
slick promotional brochure.
The feature story about Eagles football starJeffHighfil/Jr, '08, appeared
in the October 2007 edition of the Roanoke, Va.-based sports publica
tion, Play by Play, before the Eagles finished their football season with
seven wins and three losses. The feature is reprinted here with the
permission of editorJohn Montgomery,
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► ► eagle sports
Oh, yeah, did I mention he's actually interested in returning home to
begin his life in the working world?
"I definitely could see myself back in Roanoke teaching and coaching

HIGHFILL IN ACTION

after this year," he says.
Highfill is off to a strong start on the football field this season. In late
September, the Eagles were 4-0. Their senior starting quarterback had thrown
seven touchdown passes, had completed nearly 70 percent of his passes and
was averaging more than six yards a carry on the ground.
Highfill is a throwback to the days when athletes didn't expect a free
pass from society, worked hard and took their textbooks as seriously as their
playbooks. He currently has a 3.95 grade point average.
"I am competitive on the football field and in the classroom, so what
ever challenge there is, I want to do the best that I can and class is no differ
ent," he says.
His major is mathematics, his minor is business, and his passion is solving
logic-defying word

2006 ACCOLADES - JEFF HIGHFILL
• AII-ODAC Honorable Mention
• ESPN The Magazine Academic All-Amer ican
College Division FirstTeam
• ESPN The Magazine D istrict Ill Academ ic
College Division FootballTeam
• ODACScholar-Athle te Award

problems. Highfill
fully comprehends
the numbers associ
ated with the young
professional flight
that has been widely
reported in the area
media in recent
times.
But more than

being an addition to the community's census figures, Highfill wants to be a
positive role model and follow in the footsteps of his father, longtime William
Byrd coach and educator, Jeff Highfill Sr.
"I've seen the positive effect that my dad has had on so many young
men, and I've seen how you can reach people through football that you can't
connect with in the classroom," he says. "I just have so much respect for the
things that my dad and his coaching staff have done that being a part of that
would be truly special."
But before he drops off his application at the Roanoke County School Ad
ministration building on Cove Road, he needs to take care of some unfinished
business at Jopson Field in Bridgewater.
In 2006, the kings of the Old Dominion Athletic Conference fell flat on
their faces. They lost not one, but two conference games, and watched help
lessly as their streak of five straight ODAC championships came to an abrupt
halt.
No rings, no playoffs, nothing.
"If we can't get focused after what happened last year, then we have a
problem," Highfill Jr. says. "Everybody has their heads on straight and many
of us stayed up here over the summer and worked out, so the dedication is
there and we just have to make it happen."
But that will be easier said than done. Since Bridgewater nearly won the
Stagg Bowl in 2001, every single team in the ODAC has stepped up its finan-
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cial and competitive commitment to catch the Eagles. When Washington and Lee
won the title last year, it sent a message to the entire league.
"It's getting tougher and tougher every year, and teams that you used to think
of as not being very good can now get you in a dogfight every week," he says.
T he former William Byrd Terrier knows a thing or two about dogfights and he
also knows that the real world is fast approaching.
"Football and athletics have been such a huge part of my life and now here I am
with my college career getting ready to end, and it's tough," he says. "I'm going to
have to move on and figure out what I'm going to be doing next year."
Hopefully, it won't take a math genius with a job opening here in the valley to
solve that problem.
Mike Stevens is sports director for WDB/7 in Roanoke, Va., and writes the column, "Open Mike''.

MARCH

28
29
30

Germantown Brick Church of the Brethren, Rocky Mount, Va.
College Lutheran Church, Salem, Va.
Peters Creek Church of the Brethren, Roanoke, Va.
The Church of the Incarnation, Charlottesville, Va.

7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

APRIL
11
12
13

18
19
20

Mount Olivet United Methodist Church, Arlington, Va.
Westminster Church of the Brethren, Westminster, Md.
Nokesville Church of the Brethren, Nokesville, Va.
Centreville United Methodist Church, Centreville, Va.
Lititz Church of the Brethren, Lititz, Pa.
Lancaster Church of the Brethren, Lancaster, Pa.
First Church of the Brethren, York, Pa.
The Carter Center, Bridgewater College, Bridgewater, Va.

MAY
11

Bridgewater College Baccalaureate, Bridgewater, Va.

For more information, call 540-828-5303
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7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
10:45 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

BC Mourns Passing of June Adams Gibble
The Rev. June Adams Gibble, '59, died Sept. 20, at her home in Elgin,
Ill. She was born in Rockingham County, Va., on June 28, 1937.
Gibble was valedictorian of her high school class in 1955 and gradu
ated magna cum laude with a bachelor's degree in religion and education
from Bridgewater College in 1959. She taught elementary school and lived
in Maryland in the 1960s and early 1970s. From 1975 to 1977 she man
aged student accounts at Macalester College in St. Paul, Minn.
In 1977, Gibble became a writer and editor at the Church of the
Brethren General Offices in Elgin, developing Christian educational and
congregational resources. She married Jay A Gibble on June 17, 1982,
creating a blended family of six children. Her role as grandmother became
an important part of her life.
In 1986, Gibble graduated with distinction from Bethany Theological
Seminary in Oak Brook, Ill., with the master of divinity degree. She was
resident chaplain at Alexian Brothers Medical Center in Elk Grove Village,
Ill., in 1986 and 1987, while continuing to work as director of congre
gational nurture and worship for the Church of the Brethren General
Offices.
From 1997 to 1999, Gibble was half-time staff with the Association
of Brethren Caregivers in Elgin, responsible for family-life and deacon
ministries. From 1998 to 2002, she was on the staff of the Highland Av
enue Church of the Brethren in Elgin, in Christian education, worship and
group life ministries. From 2002 to 2006, she was part-time chaplain at
Provena St. Joseph Hospital in Elgin.
In April 2006, Gibble was diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral sclero

}uneAdams Gibble

sis (ALS) - also known as Lou Gehrig's disease. In the last year and a half
of her life, she worked to raise money and awareness for ALS sufferers. She wrote a poem and completed an oil
painting for each of her grandchildren.
Ed Hunter, chaplain and director of pastoral care for Provena St. Joseph Hospital, said Gibble "was a won
derful, caring, compassionate pastor."
Among her survivors are her husband, Jay Gibble; six children; three sisters, Donna A. Rittenhouse, '69,
of St. Louis, Mo.; Karen A. Wyrick, '70, of Harrisonburg, Va.; and Mary G. Adams, '63, of South Dartmouth,
Mass.; 18 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.

Alum, Former Staffer Brian Hildebrand Dies Nov. 25
The Rev. Brian C. Hildebrand, '67, former dean for enrollment management at Bridgewater College, died
Nov. 25, following several years of illness and a recent heart attack. He was 69. He was a member of the BC
staff for almost 40 years, serving in a number of capacities. He and his wife, Nancy, moved to Denton, Md., fol
lowing his retirement in 2002.
"Those of us who had the pleasure of working with Brian will remember him as a kind, caring and generous
friend, a loyal and hard-working colleague, devoted to Bridgewater College and its students," said Bridgewater
College President Phillip C. Stone.
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1975

In June, ROBERT ARMBRUSTER of
VirginiaBeach, Va., Joined Road link
USA, the nation's largest intermodal
logistics and warehouse organiza
tion, as regional manager-business
development.

1979

PAMELA REESE COMER of Harrison
burg, Va., is director of counseling ser
vices at Eastern Mennonite University
and clinical training coordinator for
the university's master in counseling
Class of 1962 Reunion, Sept.15 Row 1: Brenda Jones Ward, EV'/ Miller Sandin, Elizabeth Frack Randle, Barbara
Scruggs, Susan Pete/lat Tury Row 2: Miles Sandin, Jon Branner, Donald Dixon, Iva SpeJCher Dixon, Judy MJ/ler Allen, Rose
Anne Kinzie Wheatley, Harriet Pinckard, Carole Shelly Hwely, Sharon Lawrence Kline, Charles Hammond, Howard Ham
mond Row 3: Harold Huffman, N, W "Spike" Felty, Elbert Kinzie, Richard "Dick" Brand, BillAiken, Yancey Ford, Paul Davis,
Ron Kershner

1934

1971

celebrated his 93,e birthday and 65
years of marnage with his wife Evelyn.
The couple lives in Lakeview Village Re

ERIC R. "ROCKY" DRAKE of Fairfax,
Va., is teaching in Shanghai, China. He
is a professional income tax practitio
ner with his own business, Nextaxpro

tirement Community in Lenexa, Kan.

Inc, serving northern Virginia.

1947

1973

This year, DR. PAUL H. BOWMAN

DR. HOMER M. KLINE JR., of King
George, Va., was honored by the
King George Ruritan Club for being a
Ruritan member for 60 years. He was
presented with a pin and a certificate.
He joined the Keezletown (Va.) Ruritan
Club in 19�7 and has been a member
of the King George Club since 1967.

DENNY and MARIJEAN KAETZEL
EYE ofBndgewater, Va., have retired
from teaching. They are en1oying
traveling, 'puttenng around' and their
grandchildren.

1969

JESSE LYNCH of Snow Hill, Md., has
retired after 38 years of service as a
teacher, coach and administrator with
the Worcester County PublicSchools,
During his career, he worked with
every age served by the school system
from Pre-K to adults.

theiryoungest daughter.

1974

RICHARD CLAYBROOK JR , ofBroad
On Nov 1,

DR. CLENN
BARNHART
became medical
director of the
cardiac surgery
program at
the Swedish
Dr Glenn Barnhart Heart 8- Vascular
Institute In
Seattle, where he will be responsible
for all program elements, Previously,
he was chief of the Department of
Cardiac Serv1Ces at Se ntara Heart
Hospital in Norfolk, Va.Barnhart, who
is board certified in both cardiac and
thorac1C surgery, earned his medical
degree from the Medical College of
Virginia (MCV). He has held numerous
academic positions including associate
and assistant professor of surgery at
Eastern Virginia Medical School and
assistant professor of surgery in the
Division of Card1acSurgery at MCV He
has been a mernber of theSociety of
Thoracic Surgeons, a fellow with the
American College of Surgeons and the
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Hurnera MCV SurgicalSociety. He has
served on theBridgewater College
board of trustees since 1992. Barnhart
and his wife, Treva, live in Seattle with

way, Va., completed a 10-week certi
fied planning commissioners program
sponsored by the Citizens Planning
Education Association of Virginia He
has served as chair of the Planning
Commission for the Town of Broadway
since 2002 in addition to his work as
deputy commonwealth's attorney
for Hanrisonburg and Rockingham
County.

THE REV. DR. WALLY LANDES is
completing his 2200 year of service
to the Palmyra (Pa.) Church of the
Brethren. He will soon complete a
term of service as board chair for the
Association ofBrethren Caregivers.
In March, he was named to theBoard
of Trustees of Elizabethtown College,
where he is an adjunct instructor in
the ReligiousStudies Department, He
also is a theological consultant for the
Pennsylvania Council of Churches in
its dialogs with the Roman Catholic
Church, Diocese of Harrisburg.

program.

STEV E FLORA of Churchville, Va.,
joined Blue Ridge Insurance Services
Inc as a sales representative. He has
22years of experience in the insur
ance industry and is a Life Underwrit
ers Training Council Fellow

PAMELA KLINE WOLFE, ofSilver
Spring, Md., was selected by the Col
lege Board to serve as a member of
the Test Development Committee for
the European History Advanced Place
ment (AP) Exam. She, along with five
others, will write AP exam questions
and edit the exams for the 2009 AP
European History Exam. For the past
12 years, she has graded AP exam
essays, and for the past fouryears,
she has been in charge of training AP
exam scorers. Wolfe has run summer
institutes and graduate courses for
teachers of AP European History and
AP Human Geography at Goucher Col
lege, Penn State University, Colorado
State University, U niversity ofSouth
Florida and the University of Delaware.
As a CollegeBoard consultant, she
regularly runs one-and two-day pro
grams for teachers and students.

1981

BILL N. WISHARD of Fredericksburg,

Va., Is director of personnel for King
George County Public Schools. He
previously served as a teacher, coach,
athletic d Irector, assistant principal
and elementary principal in the Spot
sylvania County Schools for19years.
He also was director of elementary
education with King George County
PublicSchools for three years. His son,
Kevin, is a freshman atBC

► ► class notes
1982

CEORCE L. BAKLEY writes, pro
duces, directs and hosts a cooking
show, 'Grilldog Presents: in San
Diego. The program airs on Friday
nights on Time Warner and twice a
month on Cox Cable in San Diego and
San Diego County.

1984

ALLEN PHIBBS, a certified public
accountant, has Joined Keith Ely &
Associates as dealership consulting
manager. He provides profess1ona I
services, training and products de
signed solely for improving operation
performance o f truckdealerships. He
is also an instructor for American Truck
Dealers, Dealer Academy. Allen and
his wife, the former NANCY CLAT

TERBUCK, also '84, live in Midlothian,
Va., with their three sons.

Row 1: Dede Beckwith Sullivan, Karen Flora Holl, Connie Keller, Pamela Derrenger,
Susan Lerch Clague, Larry Blohm, Eloise BinfordMarrs.Jim Dickson Row 2: Jan Fourqurean, Marcia BareJackson, Budcfi;
Ruffner, Michael kyles, Deborah Dandridge kyles Row 3: Eddie Homes, Karen Hershey Spessard, Ellie Hodge Draper,
Vicky Bowen-Wiseman, Barb Ikenberry Tu/Ii, Ann BarnhartMinnix, Ginny Snuggs Row 4: E Randy Gehr, Brent Armstrong,
Geoffrey Chase, Doug Fears, Cheryl Chalmers, Mickey }ones Row 5: Fred Amrhe1m, W Dale Houff, Dennis Doherty, Cary
Walter, C Douglas Chaffins, Andy Werthmann, Bruce Cowan

BRAD WETSEL has opened a Farmers
Insurance Group agency in Harrison
burg, Va. He will focus on home, auto
and life coverage, along with family
insurance planning, small-business
life and health plans and Aflac pro
grams. He has 25 years of experience
1n management, sales and customer
service.

1993

NEIL BURKE and SIDNEY HARRIS
BURKE, '94, live in South Hill, Va.,
with their two sons, Parker and Brady.
Sidney is a stay-at-home morn.

1994

BRIAN BRITTON, director of Isra el
Ministries, was named to the advisory
council of the International Charis
matic Consultation, an Ecume nical
Christian organization of church and
ministry leaders from all over the
wo rld. Based in the United Kingdom,
the organization's next meeting is
planned fo r2008 in Rome. Britton lives
in Chesapeake, Va.

SIDNEY HARRIS BURKE (see Neil
Burke, '93).

ANITA FOSTER SHANK and Fred

Row 1: T. D. Clayton, Susan Bil!h1mer Phillips, Charlotte Beahm Bear, Sally Draper Poole,
Kathy Staudt Keeler, Pam Belch Annette Driver Taylor Row 2: Bette Nicholson Rinehart, Rhonda Fike Stutzman, Judith
Shivers Raphel, Katy Simmons, Barbara Ki/galen Row 3: Raymond "Chip"Studwell, EricMondres, John Hoover,Martha
Jones Canada, Carolyn Switzer Stevens, Margarita Rice Row 4: TorkMacCorkle, Michael Dulin, E Rush Barnett, KEVin
McCmley, Mike StEVens Row 5: Perry Lovelace, StEVe Snarr,Jeff McCartney, Mark StJVers, Jeff CJOnakos
Row 1:
Freda Bowman Givens, Robin Lowry PEVarnik,
Kim Sheets Schlabach Donna Stegall Craft,
David R. Miller Row 2: Undo Clague,
Paula Crawford Bryant, Penny Alderman
Upshaw, Ruth Griffith Dotson.Jessica King
Herchenroder Row 3: Dawn Faircloth Flora,
Lavonne Coffman Rolmc1k, NancyMellinger
McCormick, LauraMacPherson-McDonald,
Samuel Conner Row 4: Mark Wray,Jim
Ernst, Ben Wampler, Rod Johnson, Ed Pease,
Frank Telegadas, Joe Spinelli

Jr. have their th1rd child, a son, Lane
Addison, born June 8. The family lives
in Bridgewater, Va.
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JACELYN SPURRIER, '01,and
ALLEN NORRIS, '02, were married
April 28,in Destin, Fla. Attending the
wedding were a number of friends,
including Bridgewater College
alumni. P ictured, from left, are Erica
Davis, '02; Emily Haynes, '01; Todd
Lynn, '01; Crystal Lynn; Allen Norris,
'02; Jaden Greene; Jacelyn Spurrier
Norris, '01; Jamie Lawhorne, '02;
Cara Lawhorne,'02; Marilyn Greene;
Dominique Greene, '01.

1995

KATHERINE WRIGHT FORREST Is a
teacher in the Fairfax County Public
Schools. She has been marned for
13years to her husband,Chris, and
they have two children, Andrew and
Rachel. Chns is in the U.S. Army and
therefore the family has lived in Texas,
Oklahoma, Georgia and currently in
Springfield,Va. Katherine would love
to hear from her"old party-mates" via
email at fforrest@cox.net.
MYRA JAYNE HUFFMAN and Steven

Becker Patton were marned J uly 1.
M yra Is an accountant at the Univer
sity of Arizona in Tucson. The couple
lives in GreenValley,Ariz.

JENIFER HEATWOLE NESSELRODT

and Kevin have a daughter, Reese
Elizabeth,born Aug. 8. The family lives
in Dayton,Va.

1996

STEPHANIE RICHARDS DIAZ CRUZ
and Edgar have son,Camren Diaz,
born June 21. The family, which also
includes a daughter,lives in Norfolk,
Va.

JEFFREY OSBORNE and Ashley have
a son, Griffin Jake,born July 13. the
family lives in Midlothian,Va. Grand
parents include GARV OSBORNE,
'58, of Daleville,Va.
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1997

Neck and a cruise to Tangier Island. He
would enjoy hearing from friends and
classmates via email at kiandamon
roe@verizon.net.

AMY VALENTINE BUHRMAN and

Kent have their first son,Lucas Nevin,
born July 2. Amy is a senior service co
ordinator forService Coordination Inc.
The family lives In Westminster, Md.

B. ALLEN NORRIS (see Jacelyn Spur
rier, '01).

AARON KYLE WILLIFORD and
TIFFANY LYNN BURNS, '03, were

JONATHAN MCCLOUD of Blacksburg,

Va., was presented the 2007 Outstand
ing Graduate Student Award by the
College of Liberal Arts and Human
Sciences atVirginia Tech. The award
honors service to the university,teach
ing and research.

2000

SARA MILLER LAMKIN and Stuart
have a son,Sean Michael, born May
19. The family lives in Macon,Ga.

2001

SARAH BETH SHUE Y and Mack

W. King were married July 2�. Sarah
teaches third grade at Craigsville
Elementary School. The couple lives in
Churchville,Va.

JACELYN SPURRIER and B. ALLEN
NORRIS, '02, were married April 28.
Jacelyn is a physician assistant and
Allen is a government contractor The
couple lives in Leesburg,Va.

married May 7. Kyle works at Global
Knowledge Inc.,and Tiffany is em
ployed by Wake County P ublic Schools.
The couple lives In Raleigh, N.C.
Holly Wagner, '07, and Kelly Fowler

HOLLY WAGNER and Kelly Fowler

were married May 20. Holly is
branch/ region/section services
manager for the National R ecreation
and Park Association. She is pursuing
a master's degree in natural resources
(conservation) atVirginia Tech. The
couple lives in Sterling,Va.

2002

SARA JANE FOX and Travis Cody

Dean were married June 23. Sara
works in the loan department at
Community Bank in Staunton,Va. The
couple lives in Waynesboro,Va.

KIRK MONROE of Midlothian,Va., Is

a customer care representative at the
corporate office of Estes Express Lines.
He and his wife, Amanda, recently
celebrated their second wedding an
niversary with a trip to the Northern

2003

TIFFANY LYNN BURNS (see Aaron

Kyle Williford, '02).

GREGG MCCULLOUGH of Kent,

Ohio, Is pursuing a master's degree in
library and information science at Kent
State Un iversity.

HOLLY A. DUFF and William E. Young

Ill were married Aug. 28,200�. Their
son, Bradley William,was born Sept.
20. Holly is a financial analyst for
NTELOS. The family lives in Waynes
boro,Va.

2004

WESLE Y BRUCE ATKINS and Lisa

Ann Johnson were married June 16.
Wesley is a senior chemist at Lan
caster Laboratories. The couple lives
in Litit z, Pa.

► ► class notes
PETER HAMILTON BARLOW and
SELENA EVELYN WUNDERLICH, '06,
were married Aug. �- The couple lives
In Lexington, Va.
RUTH E. JONES of Waynesboro, Va.,
Is the new public relations officer
for the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank.
Before that, she was a reporter for the
News leader, theStaunton, Va. daily
newspaper.
In August, ANGELA STUMPF of
Felton, Del., earned a master's degree
In health adm1n1stration from A.l
Still University In Kirksville, Mo. She is
associate director of Delaware Eye Care
Center.

Row 1: Susan Lohr, Ann Ringgold
Rainard, Carol Hipps Elmore

Row 2: Rob€rtMiller, Teshome
Molalenge, Meg Winter, Glenn
Bol/Jnger

200S

DEIRDRA TATE JONES and Doug
have a daughter, Alexis Ann-Marie,
born Aug. 3, 2005. Deirdra teaches
science in the Bedford County Public
Schools. The family lives in Lynch
burg, Va.

2006

NATHAN LEE BLACK and KATHER
INE SAVERS HEATH were married
March 31. Nathan is production
manager for Integrated Imaging,
and Katherine teaches French and is
volleyball coach at Hid den Valley High
School. The couple lives in Roanoke, Va.
JOEL HALL BREMNER and RACHEL
MARIE ELLER, '07, were married
May 26. Rachel works at the University
of M1ss1ssippi in Oxford, Miss., and
Joel is pursuing a master's degree in
choral conducting at the university.
The couple lives in Oxford.
JESSICA NICOLE HAROLD and Neal
W. Phillips were married June 22.
Jessica teaches fifth grade at Lacey
Spnng Elementary School. The couple
lives in Broadway, Va.
SELENA EVELYN WUNDERLICH (see
Peter Hamilton Barlow, '0�).

2007

RACHEL JENKINS BRANT ofSilver
dale, Wash., received a 2007Washing
ton Newspaper Publishers Association
Better Newspaper Contest Award. She
took second place in the BestShort
General FeatureStory category for her

Row 1: Jamie Eberly, Katrina (!,amber/am Eberly, Tracey Ludwig,Joe Nesan, Kristi
Wilson, Stephanie FosterSpire, Stacie FosterSimmers, JackiMurling Counterman, Lisa Loving DeWitt Row 2: Brydon
Mark DeWitt, Mary Katherine Tate Rush, David Byrd, Tammie Moses, Laura Brunk Harris, Janet Hoskins Row 3: Steve Wilt,
Ryan Aleshf!f1ch, Steve Spire, Darla Kay Bowman Deardorff Ron Hinkle

Row 1: Dinah Mitchell, Barbara
Eye, }an uary Crews-Sanchez,
Olivia Haas Orndorff,Jamie Edd>;
Row 2: AlexanderMacPha1/,
Knsta Carter Kist, EmilyShonk
Edwards, Sydney FultzJohn,
Roberta Rinker, Stephanie Powell
Lang Row 3: Ben Barlow,
Lawrence Logan,Jennifer Tate
Crowder, Kim Dodrill, Masha Sku
ratovskaya,Jeremy Bauserman

article, "Silverdale Woman Tries Her
Luck at the Wheel; which ran in the
Central Kitsap Reporter. The story fol
lowed Carolyn Llghtfoot's JOU rney on
"Wheel of Fortune." Brant is a reporter
for the Central Kitsap Reporter.
RACHEL MARIE ELLER (see Joel Hall
Bremner, '06).
DONALD JUSTIN FOLKS and DANA
HENDERSON were manried June 23.

Dana teaches family and consumer
sciences atStuarts DraftMiddle
School. The couple lives inStaunton,
Va.
BRANDON SHOWALTER of
Broadway, Va., received one of 12
fellowships from the John Jay Institute
in Colorado Springs, Colo., for the
2007-2008 academicyear. As a fellow,
he will study a unique curriculum

des1g ned to explore the nexus of
theological, p::,lit1cal and legal ideals
In both a residency and a 12-week
practicum placement in a public
p::,licy- related field.
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MEMORIALS
MAUDE WHALEY LOVE, '31, of
Whaleyville, Md., died July 9.
NELLIE E. MUNDY WAMPLER, '31,
of Broadway, Va., died Sept. 1�, at the
age of 98. A teacher and guidance
counselor, she retired in 1973 from
Broadway High School. She had taught
atSingers Glen and Timberville high
schools and Linville-Edom Elementary
School.She taughtSundaySchool
and was the organist for Linville
Creek Church of the Brethren. Among
her survivors is a son, JERRY M.
WAMPLER, '59, of Bridgewater, Va.;
a daughter, LOUISE M. DEWITT,
'66, of Richmond, Va.; a sister, AVIS
MUNDY SWARTZ, '35, of Bridge
water. Va.; three grandchildren, DR.
SHERRIE K. WAMPLER, '85, of
Nokesville, Va.,JAY M. WAMPLER,
'89, ofSan Diego, Calif., and BRYDON
M. DEWITT, '92, of Richmond, Va.;
and seven great-grandchildren.

JUSTUS G. HOLSINGER, '33, of
Hesston, Kan., died Aug. 8, at the age
of 96. He earned an M.A. from the
University ofVirginia and an Ed.S.
from the University of Kansas. He
taught at Bluffton (Ohto) College and
later directed the La Plata Pro1ect in
Puerto Rico for four years. In 1952, he
became academic dean at Hesston
College and later became director of

teacher education and professor at
Bethel College. He served as executive
secretary of the Council of Mennonite
Colleges and conference coordinator
of theSouth Central Conference. In
retirement, he and his wife, Salome,
who survives, completed a three-year
service assignment with Mennonite
Central Committee in Bolivia and a
two-year position in Puerto Rico. He
was an active member of Hesston
Mennonite Church, where he taught
Sunday School and was chair of the
Board of Elders for many years.

MAURICE F. ROW SR., '34, of
Poquoson, Va., and formerly of Annan
dale, Va., died Aug. 10, of congestive
heart failure. He was 96. He worked
at the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) for more than 40 years before
retiring in 1974 as deputy assistant
director of its computer systems divi
sion. He was responsible for the early
development of computerization at
the agency and the establishment of
the National Crime Information Center.
He also established one of the first
fully automated payroll systems in
the federal government and helped
introduce the use of computerized re
cords as evidence in federal and state
courts. In retirement, he established a
consulting firm that dealt with health
insurance for federal agencies. Among

his survivors is a son, RONALD ROW,
'64, of Arvada, Colo.

PHYLLIS VIRGINIA WINE SMITH,
'42, of Johnson Ctty, Tenn., died Sept.
9, at the age of 86. She taught home
economics at North River HighSchool
in Augusta (Va.) County, and finished
her career teaching elementary school
in Weyers Cave, Va., and Buena Vista,
Va. She and her late husband, the Rev.
BeverlySmith. were ministers in the
Church of the Brethren , serving In
six churches tn east Tennessee and
V irginia. Among her survivors is a son,
H. PHILIP SMITH, '67, of Pulaski, Va.

DR. JOHN T. GLICK JR., '43, of
Broadway, Va., died Sept. 5, at the age
of 87. During World War II, he served in
Civilian PublicService (CPS) as a con
scientious objector He was assigned
to Lexian Brothers Hospital in Chicago,
where he completed nursing school.
He earned a medical degree from
the Medical College of Virginia and
set up a family practice, along with
DR. WILLIAM HOTCHKISS, '42. in
Broadway, Va., where he served for45
years before retiring tn 1996. He was
a member of the Rockingham Male
Chorus and sang in his church choir.
For many years, he square danced
with the Plains Promenaders. He was
a trustee at Linville Creek Church of the

Brethren for over 50 years. Among hts
survivors is a son, MICHAEL GLICK,
'75, of Columbiana, Ohio; three
brothers, DR. G. WAYNE GLICK,
'41, of Lancaster, Pa., DR. JOSEPH L.
GLICK, '48, of Harrisonburg, Va., and
STANLEY G. GLICK, '54. of Bridge
water, Va.; and three sisters, DR.

ELIZABETH CLINE GLICK-REIMAN,
'44, of Rtchmond,Calif., MARGARET
G. HUNKINS, '46, of Talent, Ore.,
and RUTH G. WELLIVER, '51, of
Lewisburg, Pa.

CARRIE LEE SWIFT SMITH, '44, of
Manassas, Va., died Aug. 10, due to
compl1cat1ons from a fall. She was 86.
After attending Bridgewater College,
she received a B.A. degree from Mary
Washington College and a master of
education degree with a specializa
tion in reading education from the
University ofVirginia. From 1952 to
1973, she served in the role of pastor's
wife at the Manassas Church of the
Brethren, where she conducted the
choir and taughtSundaySchool. From
195� to 1988, she was a teacher and
reading specialist for third-graders
at Bennett ElementarySchool. She is
survived by her husband ofM years,
the REV. CARL F. SMITH, '43. Also
among her survivors is a daughter,
KARYL SMITH KAYTON, '67, of Free
Union, Va.

GEORGE W. HERRING JR., '47, of
Front Royal, Va., died Apnl 28. He is
survived by his wife Freda.

DR. R. MICHAEL MARSH, '51, of
Salem, Va., died July 17, at the age of
78. He earned a Ph.D. from Brandeis
University. He was a retired Colonel
in the U.S. Army. He is survived by his
wife Helen.
THE REV. DR. BRYON M. FLORY
JR., '52, of Beavercreek, Ohio, died

Row 1: Emily Burner, Heidi Fike, AnmeMcKenzie, }essieMcKenz/€, Anp Streufert Hol
linger, Jodi Elder, Tiffany Duren, Amanda Smith Row 2: Wendy Campbell Carr, Sarah Harvey; Amanda De!/'Uomo North
Chris Simmons, Frank Stonier Row 3: David Wyant , Brian Hollinger,}ames Cillesp1e, Sean North Kirk Monroe Row 4:
Jeff Carr, Mike Albright,Matt Huffman, Trenton Creenawalt,}ames Rothe
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July 21, at the age of 78. He earned
a bachelor of divinity degree from
Bethany TheologicalSeminary, a
master of sacred theology from United
Theological Seminary and a doctor
of ministry from Bethany Theological
Seminary. As a Church of the Brethren
minister, he served full-time pastor
ates in Maryland, Ohio andVirginia. He
retired after41 years, but continued
on an intenm basts at three churches
in Ohio. He is survived by hts wife of

►► class notes
almost 55 years, the former BETTY
LEW POLING, '52. Also among his
survivors is a sister, MIRNA BELLE
FLORY WOLFE, '47, of Parkton,Md.
JANE GRIMM SIMMONS, '55, of

Oneonta, N.Y., and formerly of Stuarts
Draft, Va., died June 21, at the age of
n She moved to Augusta (Va.)County
in 1965 and became a Weekday Reli
gious Education teacher. She taught
for over �O years in the local elemen
tary schools, including Verona, Ladd
and Stuarts Draft. She raised Bearded
Wh1teSilkie Bantam chickens that
were best of show at the American
Bantam Association competitions for
three consecutive years. She directed
chancel choirs at churches.
DR. RICHARD C. SLOOP SR., '55,

of Frostburg,Md., died Aug. 77, at the
age of 7�. He received a BS degree
from Madison College(now James
Madison University) and earned an
MA in education, an A.P.C. In educa
tion and an Ed.D. from The George
Washington University. From 1961
until 1996, he taught physical science,
research methods and a variety of
professional education courses at
Frostburg State University(FSU). In
1998, The Sloop Institute for Excellence
in Leadership was established at
FSU. A member of St. Paul's Lutheran
Church, he served as property chair on
the Church Council. He is survived by
his wife Ethel.

IRVIN C. SOUTHERLY JR., '61, of
Morgantown, W.Va., died Aug. 29, at
the age of 70. A psychologist, he was
employed at West Virginia University's
Carruth Center for 30 years. He also
worked at the Fayette County Mental
Health Clinic in Uniontown, Pa.
DR. EVELYN C. JORDAN, '64, of

Bridgewater,Va., and formerly of Rut
ledge,Pa., died Sept. 5, at the age of
65. She earned a master's and a Ph.D.
from Temple University and a Ph.D.
in clinical psychology from Widener
University. She was a school psycholo
gist for the Pennsylvania Public School
System. Among her survivors is a
half-sister, RUTH JORDAN SHIRKEY,
'41, of Bridgewater, Va.
MARY ELIZABETH PETCHER, '68,

of Lombard, Ill, died Sept. 19. She had
been ill with throat cancer. Among
her survivors is a brother, DUANE A.
PETCHER, '74, of Harnsonburg, Va.
MAUREEN CHAMBERS WHALEN,

'78, of Belmont, N.C., died Sept. 1 5,
after a five-year battle with cancer.
She was 51. She earned a BSN. degree
from James Madison University and
practiced nursing from 1982 until
1996. She was a rnernber of Queen
of Apostles Catholic Church. She is
survived by her husband, Dr. Marki.
Whalen.

STAY IN TOUCH ►►►►►►

Keep up with your former classmates by sending
us your news for "Class Notes." Share career and
address changes, promotions, awards, marriages,
births, retirements, etc Reunion and group photos
welcome. Photos submitted via email must be high
resolution jpeg or tiff images.

ter College for 37years, died Oct. 7 following a brief Illness with cancer. He
was 88.
He was born Oct. 1, 1919, in Shou Yang Hsien, Shansi Province in China,
and was the son of missionary parents, the late Walter and Sue Heisey.
He received a B.A. degree from ManchesterCollege in North Manchester,
Ind., and earned MS and Ph.D. degrees from Purdue University.
Heisey served as professor and chair of the department of chemistry from
1950 until 1977and retired in 1988. From 1986- 1987he served as a
Fulbnght Professor in Liberia.
A member of the American Chemical Society, Heisey served as chairman of
the Virginia section during 1971. In 1972, the Society named hirn Outstand
ing Chemist. In 1989,Manchester College named Heisey alumnus of the
Year.
In retirement, Heisey was active with the Virginia Council of Churches
Refugee Resettlement Program and as a volunteer for the Rockingham
Memonal Hospital Auxiliary. In 1990, Heisey and his wife, Hazel, helped
rebuild homes in Copahee,S.C, following Hurricane Hugo.
When he wasn't helping others, Heisey enJoyed stamp collecting, photog
raphy and music.
In addition to his wife, survivors include a daughter, three sons, eight
grandchildren and one great-grandchild
His son, Galen, is a 71 BC graduate.

Name: ________________________ Class: ________
(please include maiden name)

Spouse's Name: _____________________ BCclass: _______
Address:---------------City: ------- State:-Zip: ----Home Phone: _____________ Email address: ______________

D Yes, add to the "AlumniAddress Exchange" on the BC Web site.

Send your news to:

BRIDGEWATER ALUMNI MAGAZINE
Box 40, Bridgewater.College
Bridgewater, VA 22812-1599
e-mail:AlumNews@bridgewater.edu

DR. LOWELL V. HEISEY, who was a professor of chemistry at Bridgewa

Occupation/Title: ------------ Business Name:------------Address: _______________ City: _______ State·__ Zip: _____
Business phone: _________________
Please spell out abbreviations.
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"Mr. Driver, meet the President."

I

t all started in July of 1956 when Frank S. Driver, BC class of 1924, was named
by the Republican Party as an elector to appear on the presidential ballot in that
year's general election. Driver, of Mt. Sidney, Va., was appointed at the Republicans' Seventh District Convention in
Staunton, Va.
After the election in November, in
which incumbent Republican President
Dwight D. Eisenhower won a landslide
victory over Democrat challenger Adlai
Stevenson, Driver journeyed to Washington,
D.C., where, on Jan. 7, 1957, he was one
of 16 electors to be received at the W hite
House by Eisenhower and his vice presi
dent, Richard M. Nixon.
Driver was again invited to Washington,
D.C., to attend Eisenhower's inauguration
on Jan. 21.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower(left) shakes hands with Frank S. Dnver, '24, of Mt.
Sidney Va., on Jan 7, 1956, when Dnverand JS other electors visited the White
House as part of a special delegation Picture d with Bsenhower and Driver is elec
tor Marjone Snyder of Indianapolis, Ind
World Wide Photo
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In addition to his political involve
ment, Driver was also vice president of the
National Counter Intelligence Corps Asso
ciation, an organization of thousands of for
mer special agents of the CIC who served
in World War II, the Korean War, and on an
inactive reserve basis.
Driver died in October of 1965. ◄ cc
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